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law.tech
from data security to online legal aid, technology means
business for more and more Chicago-Kent alums

“WHEREVER THE WINDS TAKE YOU,
UNDERSTAND THAT YOU NOW HAVE 
WHAT YOU NEED TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
SO DO IT.”
— Jorge Ramirez ’97, president of the Chicago Federation of Labor
Commencement address, May 17, 2015
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Hanna Kaufman ’15
addresses White House
Forum on Access to Justice

During her talk at the White House Forum,
Hanna Kaufman ’15 spoke about her
experiences using A2J Author® software—
managed by Chicago-Kent’s Center for
Access to Justice & Technology—to help
automate the California court system’s
process of changing child support payments.

Before her talk, Hanna attended a reception
at the U.S. Supreme Court, co-hosted by
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg (right) and the
Legal Services Corporation.

Hanna Kaufman ’15 spoke in
April at the White House Forum
on Increasing Access to Justice,
held in Washington, D.C. In a
presentation titled “Law Students
+ Technology = Closing the Justice
Gap,” Hanna discussed ways in
which law students are moving
beyond traditional curriculum
paradigms, learning “lawyering
skills of the future,” and how those
skills can help the next generation
of lawyers provide access to justice
for underserved individuals. The
forum, co-sponsored by the White
House and the Legal Services
Corporation (LSC), was attended
by senior officials of the Obama
administration, federal agency
representatives, federal and state
judges, lawmakers, LSC board
members and LSC-grantee legal
aid organizations. Hanna was the
only law student invited to attend.
Watch Hanna’s presentation on
YouTube at youtu.be/5S1pBnXjREg.

A2J Author software
reaches final round of
international competition

®

A2J Author software—developed
by Chicago-Kent and CALI, the
Center for Computer-Assisted
Legal Instruction—advanced
last fall to the final round of the
international Hague Institute for the
Internationalisation of Law (HiiL)
2014 Innovating Justice Awards.
A2J Author finished in the top three
among 14 other global innovations in
the “Successful Innovations” category,
which recognizes initiatives that are
already making a difference.
A2J Author is the first court
form automation software designed
to be pro se user friendly, allowing
nontechnical law students, legal aid
attorneys, and courthouses to build
customer-friendly interfaces that help
self-represented litigants complete
necessary forms.
®

Photo courtesy of the Illinois State Bar Association

Praxis program wins statewide legal education award

ISBA president Umberto S. Davi (right)
presents Dean Krent with the Excellence in
Legal Education Award for Chicago-Kent’s
Praxis program.
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Chicago-Kent has received the Illinois State Bar Association's first
Excellence in Legal Education Award for its innovative Praxis program.
Dean Harold J. Krent accepted the award on behalf of the law school at the
association's annual meeting in June.
Chicago-Kent is the first recipient of the award, created by the organization's
Committee on Legal Education, Admissions and Competence to honor a law
school program that emphasizes “real-world skills” for its students. The law
school's Praxis certificate program was launched in the fall of 2014.
“The law school is honored to accept this award on behalf of so many
at Chicago-Kent who have worked to make Praxis succeed,” said Dean Krent.
“Together we are responding to calls from the legal community for new graduates
who are thoroughly trained in both the skills and the art of legal practice.”
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Introducing the BookIT IP Series
Professor Jeremy de Beer of the University of Ottawa was the
guest speaker at the premiere gathering of Chicago-Kent’s
BookIT IP Series. The new book talk series—the first of its
kind in the United States—features authors of recent books
relating to intellectual property, information technology,
privacy, innovation, and the Internet.
At the inaugural talk, Professor de Beer discussed his
two new books Innovation & Intellectual Property:
Collaborative Dynamics in Africa (Jeremy de Beer et al.
eds.) and Knowledge & Innovation in Africa: Scenarios
for the Future (with Shirin Elahi). Since then, four more
authors have presented books, including:
• Professor Michael J. Madison of the
University of Pittsburgh School of Law,
on Governing Knowledge Commons
(Brett M. Frischmann, Michael J. Madison
& Katherine J. Strandburg eds., Oxford
University Press 2014)
• Professor Jessica Silbey of Suffolk University
Law School, on The Eureka Myth:
Creators, Innovators, and Everyday
Intellectual Property (Stanford
University Press 2014)
• Professor Neil Richards of Washington
University School of Law, on Intellectual
Privacy: Rethinking Civil Liberties in
the Digital Age (Oxford University Press
2015)
• Professor Irene Calboli of Marquette University Law School and the
National University of Singapore, on Diversity in Intellectual
Property: Identities, Interests, and Intersections (Irene Calboli &
Srividhya Ragavan eds., Cambridge University Press 2015)

Photo credit: Paul Berg Photography

Finishing first for a worthy cause
Third-year student Jared M. Reynolds ’15 outpaced the competition last fall to
win Race Judicata, a 5K run/walk benefitting Chicago Volunteer Legal Services
Foundation. Competing for the second consecutive year, Jared crossed the
finish line with an unofficial time of 16:15, besting his 2013 third-place finish
of 17:01. More than 5,000 people competed in the race. Jared was a member of
the Chicago-Kent team that won the 2014 National Veterans Law Moot Court
Competition in Washington, D.C.
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Diverse undergraduate students get taste of law school experience
Students participating in Chicago-Kent's Pre-Law Undergraduate Scholars (PLUS) Program this summer met
with Judge Ann Claire Williams of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit and toured the Dirksen Federal
Building. Now in its 14th year, the PLUS Program is aimed at promoting diversity in the legal profession. This year,
19 college students from 13 states visited Chicago-Kent for a three-week rigorous introduction to the law school
experience and the legal profession.

Documentary film series
supports dialogue on race

Chicago-Kent’s Film Series on
Race continued this year, providing
students, faculty and staff from
different backgrounds the opportunity
to share their perspectives on race
and the law. At the November event,
Odell Mitchell III ’15 (right) and Dean
Harold Krent provided commentary
during the post-film discussion, and
Professor Bernadette Atuahene
served as moderator.

4 |
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Student activist wins Nahmod
Civil Rights Award
Third-year student Alex Tillett-Saks ’15
received the 2015 Sheldon H. Nahmod
Civil Rights Award for Social Action
for his “outstanding commitment to
the promotion of positive change and
development that has a progressive
impact on the community.”
A self-described “student activist,”
Alex served as a student editor of the
Employee Rights and Employment
Policy Journal and co-authored an
article and amicus brief with Professor
César Rosado Marzán on the rights
of Northwestern football players to
Alex Tillett-Saks ’15 won the Nahmod
Civil Rights Award in recognition of
be considered employees under the
his social justice work.
National Labor Relations Act. Alex is
also a two-time recipient of the Peggy Browning Fund Fellowship and was
one of seven law students nationwide selected as AFL-CIO Union summer
legal interns.
The Nahmod Awards, established in 2010 by Illinois Institute of
Technology and named for Chicago-Kent Distinguished Professor
Sheldon H. Nahmod, honor leaders within the university who are working
positively to impact their communities and effect change.

Civil rights conference
commemorates role of
flight attendants

Heidi Kitrosser accepts
Palmer Prize

Chicago-Kent observed the 50th anniversary of the Civil Rights
Act by hosting a conference on the role of flight attendants in
successfully challenging gender discrimination in the workplace.
Among the speakers were Mary Celeste (Lansdale) Brodigan (left), the
named plaintiff in Lansdale v. United Air Lines, Inc. (1969); Professor
Mary Rose Strubbe (center), assistant director of Chicago-Kent’s
Institute for Law and the Workplace; and Mary Pat Laffey (right),
named plaintiff in Laffey v. Northwest Airlines, Inc. (1973). Other speakers
included EEOC Chair Jenny Yang, EEOC Commissioner Victoria Lipnic,
and Patricia Friend, former international president of the Association
of Flight Attendants-CWA, AFL-CIO. The half-day program was
co-sponsored by the Institute for Law and the Workplace, the U.S.
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC), and the Equal
Employment Opportunity Committee of the ABA Section of Labor and
Employment Law.

University of Minnesota professor
Heidi Kitrosser spoke at ChicagoKent in November about the
themes in her book Reclaiming
Accountability: Transparency,
Executive Power, and the U.S.
Constitution, for which she won
the 2014 Chicago-Kent College of
Law/Roy C. Palmer Civil Liberties
Prize. Published by the University
of Chicago Press in January 2015,
the book examines the tension
between Americans’ desire for
transparency in government and
the need for secrecy in matters
of national security. The Palmer
Prize was established in 2007 by
Roy C. Palmer ’62 and his wife,
Susan, to honor exemplary works
of scholarship that explore the
tension between civil liberties and
national security in contemporary
American society.

Chicago-Kent receives Diversity Champion Award
Chicago-Kent was one of 10 law schools nationwide—and the only law school
in Illinois—recognized for their ongoing support of the National Black PreLaw Conference and Law Fair. Marsha Ross-Jackson, assistant dean for student
professional development, accepted the award on behalf of the law school during
the conference’s 10th anniversary observances last October in Houston.
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David Kappos, former undersecretary
of commerce and former director of
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO), returned to Chicago-Kent
last fall to deliver the keynote address
at the fifth annual U.S. Supreme Court
Intellectual Property Review (SCIPR).
His speech addressed the topic
“Stalemate or Statesmen? What
Is Needed to Move Forward
Constructively with the Balancing
of America’s IP System.” In 2011, Mr.
Kappos gave the keynote address at
the second annual SCIPR, making
this the second time he has headlined
the conference.

Photo courtesy of Scott Benbrook, Illinois Institute of Technology.

Alumna Rachel Brady ’13
was one of 28 people selected
nationwide to receive a
2015 Skadden Fellowship.
Established in 1988 by Skadden,
Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom,
the prestigious two-year
fellowship supports graduating
law students and judicial
clerks interested in public
interest careers. During her
fellowship period, Rachel will
work at Equip for Equality,
where she will represent youth
with disabilities who are in
or transitioning out of Illinois
juvenile justice facilities and Chicago’s alternative schools. She currently
serves as a staff clerk in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit.
Photo courtesy of Scott Benbrook, Illinois Institute of Technology

Former USPTO
director headlines
Supreme Court IP
Review

Rachel Brady ’13 named a
2015 Skadden Fellow

Krent Award supports
academic excellence

Angelo Christopher ’16 (center) is the recipient of Chicago-Kent’s
2014 Harold J. and Nancy F. Krent Excellence Award. Dean Krent and
his wife, Nancy, a partner at the law firm of Hodges Loizzi Eisenhammer
Rodick & Kohn LLP, established the award in 2013 to recognize the
student or students who rank at the top of the combined first-year
full-time and second-year part-time classes. The Krent Award includes
a $2,500 cash prize.
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Confrontation Clause dominates annual
Rovner Competition
Students argue case involving teacher’s obligation to report child abuse

Alumna and Judge Ilana Diamond
Rovner of the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Seventh Circuit congratulates
Alexandra M. McNicholas ’16 on winning
the 2015 Ilana Diamond Rovner Appellate
Advocacy Competition.

Professor Kent Streseman (left), director
of the Ilana Diamond Rovner Program in
Appellate Advocacy, congratulates first
runner-up Matthew Smart ’16, who received
a scholarship from the Edmund G. Burke
Scholarship Fund.

Second-year student Alexandra M.
McNicholas has won the 23rd annual
Ilana Diamond Rovner Appellate
Advocacy Competition, sponsored
by the law school’s Moot Court Honor
Society. The competition is named
in honor of Chicago-Kent graduate
Ilana Diamond Rovner, judge of
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Seventh Circuit.
This year, students argued Ohio
v. Clark, a Sixth Amendment case
out of Ohio, decided by the U.S.
Supreme Court this term. At issue
was whether a teacher’s obligation
to report suspected child abuse
makes that individual an agent of
law enforcement for purposes of the
Confrontation Clause, and whether
a child’s out-of-court statements to
a teacher in response to the teacher’s
concerns about potential child abuse
qualify as “testimonial” statements
subject to the Confrontation Clause.

Competition winner Alexandra
McNicholas received the Ilana
Diamond Rovner Award for
Outstanding Appellate Advocate,
along with an academic scholarship.
First runner-up Matthew Smart,
a second-year student, received
an academic scholarship from the
Edmund G. Burke Scholarship Fund.
Second-year student Kyle Jacob
received the Fay Clayton Award for
Outstanding Oralist plus an academic
scholarship. Angelo J. Christopher,
also a second-year student, received
the Ralph L. Brill Award for Best Brief
as well as an academic scholarship.
The final round of the competition
was judged by a distinguished panel
that included Judge Rovner, Judge
Mary L. Mikva of the Cook County
Circuit Court, and Chicago-Kent
Professor Sanford Greenberg.

Professor Sanford Greenberg (right) presents
the Ralph L. Brill Award for Best Brief to
Angelo Christopher ’16.

Fay Clayton ’78, founding shareholder at
Robinson, Curley & Clayton PC, presents
Kyle Jacob ’17 with the Fay Clayton Award for
Outstanding Oralist.
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A standout year for Chicago-Kent’s
advocacy teams
Chicago-Kent’s 2014–15 trial
advocacy, moot court and ADR
teams began a winning streak
last fall that spanned the entire
season. By April, Chicago-Kent
students had won five national or
international championships, six
regional championships, three best
oral advocate awards, and three best
brief awards, not to mention multiple
second- and third-place finishes at
major competitions throughout
the country.

Students from Chicago-Kent’s trial advocacy, moot court and ADR teams attended a
reception this spring to celebrate the law school’s many successes at advocacy competitions
throughout the academic year.

2014–15 Competition Highlights
AAJ Student Trial Advocacy
Competition Regional Tournament

Regional Champions
Molly Condon, Matt McCarter, Lucas
Peters and Michael Zhang
ABA Labor & Employment Trial
Advocacy Competition

Regional Finalists
Lindsay Hicks, Laurel Martinez,
Elizabeth Romano and Kendra
Spearman
ABA Law Student National
Representation in Mediation
Regional Competition

Regional Champions
Jennie Balkas and Kevin Doran
ABA National Appellate Advocacy
Regional Competition

Regional Finalists
Angelo Christopher and Lauren
Darwit
Second-Place Best Oral Advocate
Katie DeBoer
Appellate Lawyers Association
National Moot Court Competition

Best Oral Advocate
David Repking

Giles Sutherland Rich Memorial
Moot Court Competition Midwest
Regional Tournament

Best Oral Advocate
Emily Schroeder

Regional Champions
Daniel Allard and Patrick Grimaldi

National Veterans Law Moot Court
Competition

JMLS International Moot Court
Competition in Information
Technology and Privacy Law

Champions and Best Petitioner’s
Brief
Amany Awad (Fourth-Best Oral
Advocate), Kelly O’Neill and Arlo
Walsman
National Ethics Trial Competition

National Champions
Tracey Harkins, Ann Motto, Gabrielle
Romano and Kendra Spearman

NBLSA Thurgood Marshall Mock
Trial Regional Competition

Regional Champions
Natalie Adeeyo, Gus Hernandez,
Haley Jenkins and Mohini Lal
Robert F. Wagner National Labor
and Employment Law Moot Court
Competition

Second-Place Best Oral Advocate
Dion Beatty

National Health Law Moot Court
Competition

Stetson National Pretrial
Competition

Best Brief
Emily Herbick and Abrahem Wehbi

National Finalists
Ana Montelongo, Joshua Rehak,
Nicolette Ward and Michael Zhang

National Moot Court Competition
Region 8 Tournament

Regional Champions
Iman Boundaoui and John Jefferson
Best Oral Advocate
John Jefferson
National Trial Competition

National and Region 8 Champions
Emily Schroeder and Nicolette Ward

8 |

National Champions
Lyal Fox III and Jared Reynolds
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William E. McGee National Civil
Rights Moot Court Competition

National Champions and Best Brief
Alex Beehler, Peter Cheun and
Alexandra McNicholas
National Finalists and Second-Best
Brief
Nicole Wilmet and Jing Zhang

National Trial Competition
champions, again
Law school wins national honors for the third time
in nine years

Student/faculty
collaboration yields
new book

Nicolette Ward ’16 (left) and Emily Schroeder ’15 faced off against Washington University
School of Law in St. Louis to win the championship round of the 2015 National Trial
Competition.

The Chicago-Kent team of Emily
Schroeder ’15 and Nicolette Ward
’16 defeated six nationally ranked
trial teams to win the 40th annual
National Trial Competition, the
premier trial advocacy tournament
in the United States. Emily also
earned individual honors as
recipient of the competition’s Best
Advocate Award.
Emily and Nicolette entered
this year’s national competition
as Region 8 champions. They
argued a hypothetical criminal
case involving a defendant
charged with first-degree assault
and disorderly conduct. They
defeated law school teams from
Arkansas, Michigan State, Temple,
McGeorge, and Cumberland before
facing Washington University
School of Law in St. Louis in the
championship round.
The team was coached by
David A. Erickson, retired Illinois

Appellate Court justice and director
of Chicago-Kent’s Trial Advocacy
Program, along with adjunct
professor David Lavin and alumni
Joshua Jones ’08 and Rachel
Moran ’08.
This is the third time in the last
nine years—and the fourth time
overall—that Chicago-Kent has won
the national championship. ChicagoKent won national championships
and best advocate awards in 1988,
2007 and 2008. In 2011, ChicagoKent finished second, once again
winning the best oral advocate
award.
The National Trial Competition’s
rotating trophy will bear the
Chicago-Kent name and remain in
the law school’s possession until
next year’s national finals. ChicagoKent also received a $10,000 gift
endowed by the international law
firm of Norton Rose Fulbright.

When Meron Kebede ’15 (right)
began working as Professor
César Rosado Marzán’s research
assistant in 2013, little did she
know that her efforts would earn
her a credit as co-editor of one of
his books. The Regulation of
Compensation: Proceedings of
the New York University 66th
Annual Conference on Labor,
a compilation of essays on the
Fair Labor Standards Act edited
by Meron and Professor Rosado
Marzán, was published last fall
by Lexis. Meron, who is originally
from Ethiopia, graduated with a
bachelor of laws degree from Addis
Ababa University before coming to
the United States. In September,
she’ll begin a yearlong fellowship
in the general counsel’s office of
the Communications Workers of
America in Washington, D.C.

SUMMER 2015 CHICAGO-KENT MAGAZINE

| 9

10 |

CHICAGO-KENT MAGAZINE SUMMER 2015

law.tech
Technology has changed the practice of law dramatically, and it
will continue to do so in the coming years. Those who are comfortable
navigating between law and technology will have an advantage in the
marketplace, whether addressing issues in cybersecurity, big data,
social media, or project management. The profiles in the following
pages highlight some of the intriguing jobs that alumni who are
conversant with technology have pursued at the cusp of law
and technology.
And, I am delighted to announce that, to speed this progression at
our law school, we have hired Dan Katz as a tenured law professor.
A proponent of training law students in hard technical skills, Dan
applies a polytechnic approach to teaching, meshing litigation
knowledge with emerging software capabilities and other efficiencyenhancing technologies. Both his scholarship and his teaching
integrate mathematics, science, engineering and technology to aid
students in the practice of law.
In 2013, Professor Katz was named a Legal Rebel by the ABA Journal
and received a Fastcase 50 award, recognizing him as one of “50 of
the smartest, most courageous innovators, techies, visionaries and
leaders in the law.” In 2014, he was named to the external affiliated
faculty at CodeX–Stanford Center for Legal Informatics. For more
details, see page 27.
—Harold J. Krent
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“DATA PRIVACY AND SECURITY 
WAIT FOR NO ONE.”
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MELISSA VENTRONE ’03
Partner and Chair of the Data Privacy and Security Practice
Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman & Dicker LLP
Chicago, Ill.

As chair of Data Privacy and Security
at Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman &
Dicker LLP, Melissa Ventrone works in
a practice area where law and technology
intersect—and often collide. But as a
major with the Marine Corps Reserves,
she’s used to being in the thick of things.
After her first year in college, Melissa
joined the Marine Corps, came back and
finished college, then started looking at
law schools. Chicago-Kent stood out.
“Chicago-Kent just seemed so much
more technologically advanced than
the other schools I was looking at,
plus they seemed to have a plan to
maintain that advantage,” she recalls.
In 2000, Chicago-Kent was already
putting textbooks online and rewiring
classrooms for Internet connectivity.
Data security wasn’t on the radar until
the year Melissa graduated (2003),
when California enacted the first data
privacy statute. Meanwhile, Melissa was
activated during her last semester of
law school and worked out of the Great
Lakes Naval Station with Marine Air
Control Group 48, finishing ChicagoKent with evening classes.

In 2010, after working for two solo
practitioners, she was deployed to
Afghanistan, where she served as
executive officer for a 329-person
maintenance company. As her tour
wound down, one of her former
commanding officers forwarded an
email from a partner in Wilson Elser’s
Chicago office, who interviewed her by
phone from the base.

subordinate’s job, so if a team member
is unavailable, you can step into that
position and take over.”
Technology is developing rapidly and
law has to keep up, Melissa notes. If new
federal privacy statutes are enacted, as
she expects, her team will have to adjust.
“There’s a real need for attorneys who
are interested in this space,” she says,
noting they don’t have to be IT experts.
“When you get a little experience, the
world is really open because there are
so many companies that need privacy
officers or attorneys.”

She joined Wilson Elser 12 days after
returning stateside. Her practice team
provides an array of services to clients,
including cyber-risk management,
privacy litigation, and breach response.
Data privacy breaches range from major
hacking incidents involving corporate
clients (similar to the high-profile Target
breach) to an employee’s stolen laptop
that contains sensitive work-related
data. Responding doesn’t just involve
technical expertise, Melissa says. First
and foremost, it involves calming people
down and then understanding their data
“universe,” before addressing the breach.

“From my perspective,” she adds, “this
is the new frontier.”

The team needs to be versatile. As
Melissa puts it, “Data privacy and
security wait for no one,” so team depth
is essential, which is where her military
experience comes in handy. “We train
‘one up, one down.’ That means you
train for your boss’s job and for your

SUMMER 2015 CHICAGO-KENT MAGAZINE
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ANDREW BAKER ’07
Director of Legal Transformation Practice
Janders Dean
Chicago, Ill.

“Fundamentally, we are trying to
change how the practice of law is
delivered and managed,” says Andrew
Baker, newly appointed director of legal
transformation practice at Janders
Dean and former global director of
legal product and technology at
SeyfarthLean Consulting.

legal process helped me shift my focus
from practicing law to finding new ways
to improve the delivery of legal services.”

“Gone are the days of Atticus Finch.
That’s a challenge for an industry driven
by precedent. The ways in which legal
services are provided can and should
evolve.”

When he graduated in 2007, the legal
industry was changing fast. After a year
working for Illinois Legal Aid Online,
he was hired by Seyfarth Shaw as a
knowledge services analyst. After a stint
with Reed Smith as senior manager of
knowledge management, Seyfarth lured
him back to start their Legal Technology
Innovations Office. Eventually, he
transitioned to the consulting space.

When he considered law schools
back in 2003, he looked specifically
for “an overlap between the practice of
law and technology,” and found it at
Chicago-Kent.

Andrew says that many of the
in-house legal departments he worked
with were looking for ways to use
metrics to improve how their companies
conducted business.

“There weren’t many law schools at
the time that emphasized technology
the way Chicago-Kent did,” he recalls.
“It had a very tech-oriented culture
and vibe.”

“At SeyfarthLean Consulting, I
touched a wide variety of projects,
but we saw a particular spike in datacentered efforts. We created new
processes and technologies that helped
collect data about legal work and
package it so clients had better insight
into trends and patterns. Clients then
used this data to reduce spend, mitigate
risk, source matters, and better control
the increasing amount of legal work
they oversaw.”

Inevitably, his path led to Professor Ron
Staudt, head of the Center for Access to
Justice & Technology and a pioneer in
developing software tools to help lowincome litigants represent themselves.
“He completely changed my career
path,” Andrew recalls. “I was captivated
by the work we did together. Seeing how
technology could be used to facilitate

14 |

On any given day, he says, “I might have
bounced from a project tied to a mergers
and acquisition transaction to a largescale class-action matter to a stream

CHICAGO-KENT MAGAZINE SUMMER 2015

of legal work that included hundreds
of contracts that we were handling
for a given client. Each of those had a
different technological underpinning
making the engagement run smoothly.”
Janders Dean, Andrew’s new employer,
provides strategic advisory services to
private practice law firms and corporate
legal departments. Most of their work
is outside the United States, with a
distributed client base in London,
Australia, Hong Kong, South Africa
and elsewhere.
“In my new role, I get the opportunity
to help many law firms and legal
departments traverse the changes taking
place in the market,” says Andrew.
“My practice centers on service design,
technology, process improvement,
project management, data analytics,
knowledge management and the
spaces between.”
Andrew and several colleagues recently
helped Professor Staudt teach a course
at the law school. “It’s wonderful to be
able to partner with a law school that
is giving students a view into what a
contemporary, progressive law firm
can do to meet some of the emerging
challenges out there,” Andrew says.
“Kudos to Chicago-Kent for staying
ahead.”

“GONE ARE THE DAYS OF ATTICUS FINCH.   	 
   THAT’S A CHALLENGE FOR AN
		

INDUSTRY DRIVEN BY PRECEDENT.”

SUMMER 2015 CHICAGO-KENT MAGAZINE
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  “I WANT TO SEE MYSELF AS 
	  AN ENTREPRENEUR WHOSE
FIRST COMPANY WAS IN LAW.”

16 |
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RICHARD KOMAIKO ’12
CEO
LegalZoom Local
Chicago, Ill., and San Francisco, Calif.

Describing Richard Komaiko as a
“non-traditional” law student would
be an understatement.
“I never had any interest in practicing
law,” he says, “but I thought a law degree
would be more repurpose-able than, say,
a Ph.D.”
During his three years at ChicagoKent, Richard says, he focused on two
areas: “Anything related to China [he’s
conversant in Mandarin] and Internet
law/venture what-have-you.”
In his second semester, though, his
life took “a left turn.” A friend read an
article about Sears offering an online
marketplace to connect customers with
contractors for home improvement
projects.
“She said, ‘This is such a good idea. This
should exist for lawyers.’ I was young
and stupid and didn’t know anything,”
he recalls, “so I said, ‘You’re right, it
should.’”

“So we ran with it and failed, and ran
with it and failed, and ran with it and
failed.” That process repeated itself for
five years, he says, “and then by the grace
of God one day we were able to sell the
company.” (He’s still the CEO during
the transition period.)
What happened between “the two best
days of an entrepreneur’s life” (launching
and selling) he describes as “pretty much
non-stop agony and terror.” In other
words, you have to be a particular type
to endure all this—“someone who is risk
tolerant, someone who has a fairly high
threshold of pain.”

The start-up he’s working on now
is not law-related.
“I no longer want to think of
myself as a lawyer who dabbled in
entrepreneurship,” he says. “I want to
see myself as an entrepreneur whose first
company was in law.”
He doesn’t think Chicago-Kent should
try to make everyone an entrepreneur.
The law school just needs to create “a
rich environment for those people who
are naturally like that, an environment
that’s supportive, and Chicago-Kent is
already doing an excellent job of that.”
And he’s bullish about opportunities
ahead for law school grads.

“It’s definitely my nature,” he says,
“but my nature is well suited for my
time. The old paradigm is that where
you’re comfortable, you’re safe. In
my generation, that paradigm is no
longer valid.”
In his case, it paid off. Although he
has written a book on the legal system
in China (The L awyers in Modern
China) and blogged for the Huffington
Post, he believes that “the most
productive use of my time is to start
companies. If I work really hard and
build something new, I’ve seen how that
process can change lives.”

“There is an enormous amount of
latent, untapped demand,” he says.
“Technology investment is really picking
up, and now there are private equity
companies that can own law firms in the
U.S. If Chicago-Kent can prepare grads
to fit into that type of organization, I
think it will remain on the map as a law
school that practices open innovation in
the legal industry.”
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DINA NIKITAIDES ’05
Interactive Content Manager
Illinois Legal Aid Online
Chicago, Ill.

After graduating from the University
of Michigan, Dina Nikitaides worked
as an interactive website designer for a
large corporate retailer. She’d always
wanted to go to law school but put it
off until she figured out what to do
with the degree.
Finally, she says, “I realized that the
Internet would have an impact on the
law, and vice versa. So it clicked—
something that incorporated both of
my interests.”
Chicago-Kent seemed just the place.
She was fascinated by Professor
Ron Staudt’s work using technology
to deliver legal services to pro se
litigants, and she ended up working
for him, during law school and after.
Meanwhile, she liked the ways
Chicago-Kent incorporated technology
in the classroom.
“I think they’ve been smart about seeing
where the legal market is going,” Dina
says. “A lot of people go to law school
thinking of attorneys you see on TV,
working at corporate firms and going
to court. But there are many other career
paths you can take. Chicago-Kent does
a good job of recognizing changes and
adjusting the education of its students
accordingly.”
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Dina is now the interactive content
manager for Illinois Legal Aid Online
(ILAO), which began at ChicagoKent and later became an independent
nonprofit.
In her current role, she creates and
refines form preparation programs, using
Chicago-Kent’s A2J Author® software as
a foundation that enables users—do-ityourselfers, rural residents, homebound
litigants who can’t get to court, and
individuals who can’t afford attorneys—
to complete online forms that generate
court documents for specific legal needs,
ranging from divorce to expungement
to foreclosure. Her work targets the
gap that exists between those who
don’t qualify for legal aid (or exceed the
capacity of legal aid) and those who can
afford attorneys.
The rewarding part of the job, she says,
is hearing the stories of those who benefit
from the resources ILAO offers. Most of
that feedback comes from people who
use the form prep programs.
Legal aid attorneys provide additional
feedback as well. When creating new
resources, Dina reaches out to legal aid
organizations around the state to learn
what their clients need.
“They’re our guides, our legal experts.
They provide the knowledge and
experience we need to create resources
for the public, and we create products
to support their work with clients. It’s
a great reciprocal relationship.”
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ILAO is continuously adapting to
new technologies. For example, a
growing number of users are now
accessing ILAO’s resources on their
phones, and that requires adjustments
to the content and format.
In addition, staff are always on the
lookout for new technologies that
can enhance their products. “With
technology developing so rapidly, some
are probably already out there,” she
notes. “We just may not have identified
them yet as solutions to our problems.”
Her advice to current law students
is, “Be prepared for the unknown. Be
prepared to change what you thought
your career was going to look like.
Being open to other avenues, especially
ones that incorporate technology, is
something all students in school today
should be doing.”

“I REALIZED THAT THE INTERNET 			
  WOULD HAVE AN IMPACT ON THE LAW,
AND VICE VERSA.”
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  “LEARN THE LAW, BUT CONTINUE TO KEEP
ABREAST OF TECHNOLOGY. THAT WILL PREPARE
           YOU FOR ANYTHING THAT MAY COME.”
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KEVIN M. CLARK ’00
Senior VP of Consulting
Compliance Discovery Solutions
Washington, D.C.

“I always wanted to be a lawyer, and I’ve
always been interested in technology,”
says Kevin M. Clark, senior vice
president of consulting at Compliance
Discovery Solutions in Washington,
D.C., whose background spans the
explosive growth of technology in the
legal industry.
When he came to Chicago-Kent
in 1997, the law school was already
emphasizing “e-learning.”
“At the time it was revolutionary,” he
recalls. “Chicago-Kent was leading the
use of technology in legal education. It is
why I came here.”
Kevin worked at the help desk of
the Chicago-Kent computer center.
“I learned a lot there, working with
email, with servers, fixing computers,
setting up networks. It was all pretty
new for me.”
At Chicago-Kent he focused on
international trade, and early in his
career he concentrated on customs and
imports/exports. At his last law firm,
Williams & Connolly LLP in D.C.,
he “fell into litigation” and discovered
that his knowledge of technology gave
him an edge, just as discovery was
transitioning from paper to digital.

“I understood technology and could
help other people with it,” he says. So
he was well-positioned as he entered
the workplace in the new millennium,
and he quickly became the “go to”
eDiscovery guy. These days, as an
eDiscovery consultant, he helps other
attorneys in law firms and corporations
deal with discovery requests from
litigation and investigations in a more
efficient and less costly manner.
Discovery today, he notes, takes place
“online, on servers, on hard drives,
on back-up tapes. Ninety percent is
electronic now. Even the old paper is
being scanned and turned into electronic
media.”
In some ways it’s easier, in some ways
more challenging. Federal rules are
changing to respond to eDiscovery.
Chicago’s Seventh Circuit eDiscovery
pilot program, he says, is leading the
nation in utilizing technology in the
court system. Kevin, who is chair of the
eDiscovery Committee of the Litigation
Section for the D.C. Bar, worked with
Chicago-Kent on a recent conference
on the topic.

for protecting electronically stored
information, ranging in content from IT
to HR to Legal and beyond.
“Over 200 billion emails are sent
and received per day,” he says. “In an
investigation or litigation, the relevant
data has to be produced to the other
side. So how do you quickly identify,
review and produce it—in an efficient
and cost-effective process? I help
corporations and law firms address these
complex and daunting tasks.”
“I’m really enjoying it,” he adds,
advising current Chicago-Kent students
to “learn the law, but continue to keep
abreast of technology. That will prepare
you for anything that may come—if you
understand the basics of the law and the
fundamentals of technology, you will
be at an intersection that will lead to a
successful future.”

Big Data, he says, is growing
exponentially, which has created the
new field of “information governance.”
The recent hacking of Sony, allegedly
by North Korea, demonstrates the need
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DONNY MAKOWER ’98
President
RED Interactive Agency
Santa Monica, Calif.

“It always seemed like law school would
play to my strengths,” says Donny
Makower, president of RED Interactive
Agency in Santa Monica, California.
“What’s interesting is, after my first year,
I was fairly confident I didn’t want to be
a lawyer. I realized I wanted to use my
legal education in more of a businessoriented way.”
But he still recommends law school.
“What you learn is how to communicate, how to write better, speak better,
how to position an argument, critical
thinking. You learn life skills that will be
important whether you decide to pursue
a career in law or do something entirely
different.”
During law school, he was interested in
the entertainment industry and doing
something with emerging technologies.
So after graduation, “I took a shot,” he
says, “and drove across the country.”
He was part of a digital start-up, but that
dream burst with the dot-com bubble,
so he landed a position with Thomson
Reuters, blending his background in law
and digital with another of his strengths,
business development. He joined their
new division, FindLaw, which creates
digital marketing solutions for lawyers.
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It was during this time that he met his
current business partner, and together
they built RED Interactive Agency, a
digital agency offering a range of services
that encompass strategy, design and
technology. In the past decade, RED has
grown from fewer than 10 employees to
approximately 125.
They’ve worked with Oprah, Ford,
Jockey, Microsoft, ESPN, Paramount,
Nike, Netflix and others. “Ninety-five
percent of our clients are global brands,”
he says.
“Brands are trying to engage with
consumers in a variety of different ways,
through a variety of touch points,” he
notes. “It’s an absolute requirement
for any brand to have a significant,
thoughtful digital presence to engage
with their audience. We come in to help
clients devise an ideal strategy and plan,
and then we execute that plan.”
It’s not just digital marketing, he
says. It’s also about creating digital
experiences, products and technologies.
“You want to engage with a consumer
in a number of different ways, [such as]
creating digital content and posting it on
social platforms like YouTube. It might
be creating dot-com experiences.
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"Maybe it’s app development. Maybe it’s
games. A brand’s ecosystem has many
digital components, all of which need to
be considered. And everything must be
tailored to the brand’s specific goals and
objectives.”
Things have changed a lot since Donny
and his partner established the company.
Then, no one had a smartphone or a
tablet. Today, “every time a new screen
is introduced into a person’s life, that
immediately becomes part of our world.
More and more points of interactivity
are being added regularly, so they
become part of our thinking.”
The father of two is glad to see that
technology is still a primary driver at
Chicago-Kent.
“I think that’s important,” he says, “if
Chicago-Kent wants to keep attracting
the newest generation of future lawyers.
Technology is a critical piece of that.”

“IT’S AN ABSOLUTE REQUIREMENT FOR 
         ANY BRAND TO HAVE A SIGNIFICANT,
THOUGHTFUL DIGITAL PRESENCE
	       TO ENGAGE WITH THEIR AUDIENCE.”
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Maureen Aidasani named to experiential
learning post
Chicago-Kent has appointed Professor Maureen R.
Aidasani to the newly created position of director of
experiential learning. Professor Aidasani, who joined
the faculty in summer 2014, coordinates the upper-year
legal writing curriculum and the Praxis Program, a new
certificate designed for students who want a hands-on
course of study. In her new position, Professor Aidasani works closely with
Professor Elizabeth De Armond, director of the law school’s Legal Research
and Writing Program. In addition, Professor Aidasani coordinates with ChicagoKent’s skills initiatives, including its clinical and advocacy programs, and
teaches classes in the upper-level skills curriculum.

L O R I B . A N D R E W S was profiled in the

book Bright Lights of the Second City: 50
Prominent Chicagoans on Living with Passion
and Purpose (2014) by Betsy Storm.
Last August, Professor Andrews gave
a presentation on the use of social media
as evidence at the Cook County Public
Defender Training Conference. She was
also interviewed by Fox News Chicago
about the drone that flew over Lollapalooza
to record the event and was quoted in a
FranchiseTimes article about a retailer who
used webcam and tracking spyware on
rent-to-own laptops.
In October, Professor Andrews spoke
to the students of Bard High School/
Early College in Queens, N.Y., on Internet
privacy issues. She also gave talks at the
IIT Institute of Design Creative Commons
and BarnRaise events about open-source
biology and the rise of “smart cities” in
places like Chicago.
Professor Andrews discussed litigation
and digital identities at the ABA National
Women Litigators Seminar and spoke in
November at the Chicago Association
of Law Libraries meeting on the role of
“radical librarians” in protecting individuals’
privacy rights.
Last fall, Professor Andrews was
interviewed by a Swiss newspaper, St.
Galler Tagblatt, on the privacy concerns
and legal obligations of a company that
pays people for access to their online
personal data. She was quoted by the
RedEye on the risks of proposed geolocation
tracking sensors to be installed at CTA “L”
stations. CBS News interviewed her for a
story on employer-funded egg-freezing
benefits.
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Professor Andrews was a guest at the
White House on January 30 for President
Obama’s launch of the Precision Medicine
Initiative. The initiative’s goal is to sequence
one million Americans’ genomes to
determine how to tailor treatments
more precisely.
Professor Andrews was named a 2014
Lawyer of the Year for biotechnology and
was featured on the cover of Best Lawyers
magazine in April. Professor Andrews was
interviewed by the Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation on the Ajusto app, a “usagebased insurance” tool used by insurance
companies to monitor driving habits.
Professor Andrews also traveled to Toronto
to advise writers and producers on a new
legal TV show.
In May, the March of Dimes honored
Professor Andrews for her 30 years of
service on their Bioethics Committee.
Professor Andrews received a necklace with
an original Roosevelt dime, commemorating
President Franklin Roosevelt’s founding of
the organization.
In February, Professor Andrews spoke
at a Chicago Legal Innovation &
Technology Meetup Group on the legal
dispute regarding the remote activation
of webcams.
Professor Andrews will discuss social
networks and the death of privacy this
coming September as part of the North
Dakota Humanities Council’s second annual
Ideas Summit, the “Game Changer Series.”
In December, she will provide the keynote
at a conference on “Ethics, Aesthetics and
Biopolitics of the Posthuman” at Aarhus
University in Denmark.

Professor Andrews and her collaborators,
Maxwell Mehlman and Mark Rothstein,
have completed the fourth edition of their
casebook Genetics: Ethics, Law and Policy
(West Publishing, forthcoming 2015).
Professor Andrews wrote a chapter titled
Privacy and Data Collection in the Gameful
World, published in The Gameful World:
Approaches, Issues, Applications (S. Walz & S.
Deterding eds., MIT Press 2015).
Professor Andrews’ law review article
The ‘Progress Clause’: An Empirical
Analysis Based on the Constitutional
Foundation of Patent Law was published
by the North Carolina Journal of Law &
Technology.
The Institute for Science, Law and
Technology released a policy paper coauthored by Professor Andrews, legal fellow
Michael Holloway, and Dan Massoglia
’14 on the legal conundrums caused by
webcams titled Digital Peepholes—Remote
Activation of Webcams: Technology, Law,
and Policy. Professor Andrews and the
Institute for Science, Law and Technology
will release another study titled Monitoring
Health on the Go: The Privacy Implications
of Diabetes Apps, which examines the data
collection and data use practices of mobile
health apps.
Professor Andrews also wrote an op-ed
piece for the C hicago T ribune titled All I
Want for Christmas Is Internet Privacy, in
which she asked Congress for stricter laws
to protect privacy online. An excerpt from
Professor Andrews’s book B ody B azaar :
T he M arket for H uman T issue in the
B iotechnology A ge is being used by high
school students in Japan to prepare them
for their university entrance exams.

B E R N A D E T T E AT U A H E N E ’s
new book, W e W ant W hat ’ s O urs : L earning
from S outh A frica ’ s L and R estitution
P rogram (2014), was published by Oxford
University Press.

F E L I C E B AT L A N published W omen and
J ustice for the P oor : A H istory of L egal
A id , 1863–1945 (Cambridge University
Press 2015).

A L E X A N D E R B O N I - S A E N Z presented
a draft of his paper Sexuality and Incapacity
at the University of North Carolina Faculty
Workshop, the University of Illinois Faculty
Workshop, and the Washington University in
St. Louis Regional Junior Faculty Workshop.

R A L P H B R I L L was selected as a
member of an ABA site inspection team
that is reviewing Indiana Tech Law School’s
application for provisional accreditation.

In April, Professor Ralph Brill was a
panelist at the Conference on Leadership,
at the University of Oregon School of
Law, where he discussed “The History
of Legal Writing Programs: The Legends
of Legal Writing.”
In June, Professor Brill attended the
biennial conference of the Association of
Legal Writing Directors at the University of
Memphis Law School. He also attended the
annual Burton Awards for Excellence in Legal
Writing, held at the Library of Congress.
Professor Brill is a member of the Burton
Foundation’s academic committee.

E V E LY N B R O D Y spoke about “Current
Challenges in State and Federal Oversight
of Tax-Exemption for Charities” last
September for a panel at the ABA Business
Law Section annual meeting in Chicago.

Professor Brody also presented “Can
the IRS Regulate Charities Engaged in
Advocacy and Politics After the 501(c)
(4) Controversy?” to the Boston Bar
Association’s sections on taxation and
tax-exempt organizations.
Later in September, she served as a
discussion leader for a session on “Private
Foundations and Public Charities: Does
the Current Division Make Sense?” at a
conference on “Promoting Meaningful
Reform in Philanthropy” at Boston College
Law School. In addition, she presented
her paper Federation as a Reputational
Mechanism: The U.S. Law of Same-Name
Nonprofit Organizations at the “Workshop
in Multidisciplinary Philanthropic Studies”
at the School of Philanthropy at Indiana
University–Purdue University Indianapolis.

In October, Professor Brody offered
commentary on a presentation on “Bitcoin
and the Legal Issues Surrounding It,”
organized by the Chicago-Kent Federalist
Society. In November, Professor Brody
participated in a webinar on “1023-EZ:
As EZ as It Seems?,” co-sponsored by
the Nonprofit Organizations Committee
and the Community Economic
Development Committee of the ABA
Business Law Section.
In December, two Minnesota Supreme
Court justices cited Professor Brody’s
article Agents Without Principals, 40 N ew
Y ork L aw S chool L aw R eview 457 (1996),
in their dissenting opinion in Medical Staff
of Avera Marshall Regional Medical Center
v. Avera Marshall.
In May, Professor Brody presented
Federation as a Reputational Mechanism:
The U.S. Law of Same-Name Nonprofit
Organizations at the Law of Charity
colloquium at the University of Montreal.
Professor Brody published Simultaneous
Contrasts in the U.S. Law and Regulation of
Charities, 17 C harity L aw & P ractice R eview
113 (2014–15) (U.K.). Her article Time for an
EO-EZ Status for Small Charities? was the
cover piece in the May 18, 2015, issue of
T ax N otes M agazine .

B A R T R A M S . B R O W N taught last
December at the University of Wrocław in
Poland and at the Ivan Franko University
in Lviv, Ukraine, as part of Chicago-Kent’s
international LL.M. programs.
The American Society of International Law
(ASIL) recently appointed Professor Brown
to the Blacks in ASIL (BASIL) Task Force. He
also served on the welcoming committee for
the ASIL Mid-Year Meeting held in Chicago
in November.

Photo courtesy of Stetson University

W I L L I A M A . B I R D T H I S T L E is writing
a book titled E mpire of the F und : 401( k ) s ,
M utual F unds , and the W ay W e S ave N ow
(Oxford University Press, forthcoming). In
collaboration with Professor John Morley
of Yale Law School, Professor Birdthistle
is co-editing T he R esearch H andbook
on M utual F und R egulation (Edward
Elgar, forthcoming).

S U N G J O O N C H O recently published
T he S ocial F oundations of W orld T rade :
N orms , C ommunity , and C onstitution
(Cambridge University Press 2015).

D A N I E L T. C O Y N E was appointed
by the Chicago City Council to serve as
the Independent Third Party for the Burge
Reparations Ordinance. He will work
under the terms of the new city ordinance
that provides reparations for people
allegedly tortured by former Chicago Police
Commander Jon Burge and his subordinates
between 1972 and 1991. Professor Coyne
will evaluate claims by those who have not
already filed for Burge-era torture reparations
with the city.

E L I Z A B E T H D E A R M O N D gave a
presentation on “FCRA (Fair Credit Reporting
Act) Basics” in February at the National
Consumer Law Center’s Foreclosure Defense
Training Conference in Chicago.

D AV I D J . G E R B E R gave a series of
lectures last September as a distinguished
visiting professor at the Universities of Tokyo,
Kyushu and Hokkaido in Japan. The lectures,
sponsored by the Suenobu Foundation of
Tokyo, focused on competition law, antitrust
law and global markets, and on methods
for addressing the differences among
competition law systems.
IURIS, a leading Spanish legal journal,
published an interview with Professor
Gerber on the potential importance of
comparative law in Spanish legal practice
and on some of the key methods for
understanding and dealing with laws
and lawyers across borders.

Judge David Erickson honored with national
award for teaching advocacy
David A. Erickson, director of Chicago-Kent’s Trial
Advocacy Program, received a Lifetime Achievement
Award for Excellence in Teaching Advocacy from
Stetson University College of Law. The award recognizes
individuals “who have fundamentally changed the
way in which the world approaches the teaching of

advocacy.” Judge Erickson accepted the award in May during Stetson's
Educating Advocates: Teaching Advocacy Skills conference in Gulfport,
Fla. Judge Erickson’s teams that have won numerous regional and national
honors, including the 1988, 2007, 2008 and 2015 National Trial Competition
championships.
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D O U G L A S W M . G O D F R E Y spoke
at two Constitutional Rights Foundation
Chicago (CRFC) events last fall. In October,
he gave a talk on the U.S. Supreme
Court’s decision in Riley for a group of

R I C H A R D J . G O N Z A L E Z , along with
his co-executive editors Professor L O R I
L E A D E R and Debra Millenson, published
the 2015 supplement to E mployment
D iscrimination L aw (Bloomberg BNA).

Professor Richard Gonzalez to lead
Chicago-Kent Law Offices
Clinical Professor Richard Gonzalez, a member of
the faculty since 1988, has been named ChicagoKent’s new director of clinical education. He
succeeds Professor Gary Laser, who founded the
law school’s in-house clinical education program in
1976. In his new position, Professor Gonzalez will
oversee the Chicago-Kent Law Offices, one of the nation’s largest law school
clinical programs. He will supervise nine clinical professors, six associates
and a staff of support personnel in the only fee-generating in-house law office
within an American law school. Professor Gonzalez will continue his teaching
responsibilities and his work with the law school’s Labor and Employment Law,
Litigation and Alternative Dispute Resolution, and Praxis certificate programs.

approximately 50 high school teachers at
a CRFC training session. In November, he
spoke about the Elonis case, then pending
before the U.S. Supreme Court, at a CRFC
conference attended by about 40 high
school teachers and an equal number of
high school students.

Professor Godfrey conducted a training
session in November for approximately 40
ARDC attorneys and investigators about
how to use social media as an investigative
tool. In December, he spoke at a legal
writing conference hosted by the University
of Miami about how to teach students
effective presentation skills and how to use
technology to critique those skills.
This spring, Professor Godfrey taught
a two-week course, Introduction to the
American Legal System, to undergraduate
students at Zhongnan University of
Economics and Law in Wuhan, China.
Several of the students will attend ChicagoKent in the fall to pursue LL.M. degrees.

S A N F O R D N . G R E E N B E R G joined
U.S. Seventh Circuit Court Judge Ilana
Diamond Rovner and Illinois Circuit Court
Judge Mary Mikva on the panel that judged
the final round of Chicago-Kent’s 2014
Rovner Appellate Advocacy Competition.
(Read more about the Rovner Competition
on page 7.) In December, Professor
Greenberg taught Introduction to American
Legal Studies at Zhejiang University,
Guanghua School of Law, in Hangzhou,
China.

P H I L I P N . H A B L U T Z E L is serving on
the Illinois State Bar Association’s Section
Council for Business and Securities Law.
In August, he was appointed to the ISBA
Section Council for International and
Immigration Law.

In September, Professor Hablutzel
began a two-year term as vice chair
and secretary of the Institute of Illinois
Business Law. He had served as director
since 2005.
Also in September, Professor Hablutzel
spoke on a panel of the Banking Law
Committee of the ABA Business Law
Section, which was holding its first
separate annual meeting. The panel
discussed a proposed rule of the Federal
Reserve Board that would restrict and
regulate the ability of banks to invest in
physical commodities.
In February, Professor Hablutzel was
reappointed to a 12th one-year term
as a member of the Business Conduct
Committee of the Chicago Board Options
Exchange (CBOE) and its two sister
exchanges. He also remains a member
of the hearing panel for cases from the
CBOE Futures Exchange.
In April, Professor Hablutzel and his
wife were guests of a Bulgarian diplomat
at the United Nations training center for
labor relations, in Turin, Italy. Also in
April, Professor Hablutzel and Dean
H A R O L D K R E N T spoke about “The
Educators’ Perspective” at a conference
on “Civility and Professionalism in 2015:
Looking at How Attorneys Act and Survive
in the Profession,” co-sponsored by
Chicago-Kent, the Illinois State Bar

Professor Sarah Harding receives Excellence
in Teaching Award
Professor Sarah K. Harding accepted IIT’s 2015 John W.
Rowe University Excellence in Teaching Award in May at
the university’s Board of Directors’ dinner. Established by
IIT in 2014, the award recognizes faculty who have
made notable contributions to their profession and to the

J E R RY G O L D M A N and his co-authors
published the 13th edition of T he C hallenge
of D emocracy : A merican G overnment in
G lobal P olitics (Wadsworth) (with K.
Janda et al.)

university. It is named for John W. Rowe, past chairman
of the IIT Board of Trustees and chairman emeritus of
Exelon Corporation, for his commitment to leadership, education, and service.
Professor Harding has taught courses in property law, international intellectual
property, and torts and comparative law. “Professor Harding is a brilliant teacher
who connects with her students,” says Daisy Ayllon ’14. “Her teaching is not
formulaic; rather, her approach to teaching is to engage and rediscover the
material with her students. This inspires students to love the law and to seek
opportunities that enhance their lives both as future lawyers and as human
beings.”

26 |

CHICAGO-KENT MAGAZINE SUMMER 2015

Law and technology innovator Daniel Martin Katz to join faculty
Professor Daniel Martin Katz,

“From our ties to Illinois Institute of Technology to our

a leader in using technology

pioneering technology in the ’80s and ’90s, from our

to advance the study and

ongoing prominence in intellectual property law to our

practice of law, will join the

current innovations in knowledge management, Chicago-

Chicago-Kent faculty in fall

Kent has long stood out for understanding the critical role of

2015.

technology in the study and practice of law.”

Most recently a faculty

A scholar of legal informatics and legal technology, Professor

member at Michigan State

Katz is an editor of the International Journal of L aw and

University College of Law,

Information Technology (Oxford University Press) and a

Professor Katz will assume

member of the editorial board of The Journal of A rtificial

a key leadership role in

Intelligence and L aw (Springer Scientific).

Chicago-Kent’s ongoing

In 2013, Professor Katz was named a Legal Rebel by the
initiative to build the preeminent law and technology program ABA Journal and received a Fastcase 50 award, recognizing
in the country.
him as one of “50 of the smartest, most courageous
A proponent of training law students in hard technical skills,

innovators, techies, visionaries and leaders in the law.”

Professor Katz applies a polytechnic approach to teaching,

In 2014, he was named to the external affiliated faculty at

meshing litigation knowledge with emerging software

CodeX–Stanford Center for Legal Informatics.

capabilities and other efficiency-enhancing technologies.

Professor Katz earned his J.D. and his Ph.D. in political
Both his scholarship and his teaching integrate mathematics, science and public policy from the University of Michigan
science, engineering and technology to aid students in the
and was an NSF-IGERT Fellow at the University of Michigan
practice of law.

Center for the Study of Complex Systems.

“We are delighted that Dan Katz is joining our faculty
and carrying on our school’s special relationship with
technological advancements,” said Dean Harold J. Krent.

Association, the Lawyers’ Assistance
Program, and the Illinois Supreme Court
Commission on Professionalism.
The Institute of Illinois Business Law is
celebrating its 10th anniversary at ChicagoKent, with Professor Hablutzel as its
director. Over the past several years, one
of the institute’s major projects has been
a complete revision of the Illinois Limited
Liability Company Act. That work was
completed in December, and in January the
draft proposal was released for comment.
The proposed legislation is being submitted
to the Illinois General Assembly. During
the past four years, a series of ChicagoKent students have prepared research
memoranda on aspects of LLC law and
participated with institute members in the
drafting process.

S T E V E N L . H A R R I S was appointed
to the American Law Institute’s Advisory
Group on the Uniform Commercial Code
and Holder in Due Course Policy.

In September, Professor Harris
served as a U.S. delegate at a meeting
of the Preparatory Commission for the
Establishment of the International Registry
for Space Assets pursuant to the Space
Protocol of the Cape Town Convention on
International Interests in Mobile Equipment.

He also participated in the Cape Town
Convention Academic Conference,
which brings together leading scholars,
practitioners, government officials and
industry experts to discuss the convention.
In his capacity as American Law
Institute adviser, Professor Harris attended
the fall meeting of the Drafting Committee
on the Revised Uniform Residential
Landlord and Tenant Act. In November,
Professor Harris spoke at a symposium
on “Private Actors, Global Impact:
The Private Production of Norms in
Transnational Regulation,” hosted by the
U niversity of P ennsylvania J ournal of
I nternational L aw .
The sixth edition of Professor Harris’
casebook S ecurity I nterests in P ersonal
P roperty (Foundation Press) (with C.
Mooney, Jr.) will be published later this year.

S T E V E N J . H E Y M A N presented his
article The Conservative-Libertarian Turn
in First Amendment Jurisprudence last
September at Chicago-Kent as part of the
university’s celebration of Constitution Day
and in December to members of the Osher
Lifelong Learning Center at Northwestern
University. The article, which was recently
published in the W est V irginia L aw R eview ,
is an expanded version of the third annual C.
Edwin Baker Lecture for Liberty, Equality and
Democracy, delivered by Professor

Heyman at West Virginia University College
of Law in April 2014. The article was featured
in the spring 2015 issue of Chicago-Kent’s
F aculty P erspectives , and a summary of
the article appears on the C hicago -K ent
F aculty B log (blogs.kentlaw.iit.edu/iscotus/
conservative-justices-constitution-and-firstamendment/).

This spring, Professor Heyman
presented a paper titled Religious Liberty,
Civil Rights, and the Controversy over
Same-Sex Marriage at a conference on
“Freedom of (and from) Religion: Debates
over the Accommodation of Religion in
the Public Sphere,” held at the University
of California, Santa Barbara. In March,
Professor Heyman commented on
Professor Patrick Garry’s lecture “Limited
Government and the Bill of Rights” at an
event sponsored by the Chicago-Kent
Federalist Society.
Professor Heyman published a review
of Thomas Healy’s book T he G reat D issent :
H ow O liver W endell H olmes C hanged H is
M ind — and C hanged the H istory of F ree
S peech in A merica (2013) in the spring 2015
issue of the L aw and H istory R eview .

R I C H A R D S . K L I N G 's 2015
supplement to I llinois C riminal D efense
M otions is forthcoming.
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Professor Koch presented “Stem Cells:
Impact on Law, Ethics and Policy” last
August at the ABA annual meeting in
Boston. In September, she was quoted
in an A tlantic article about the legal
and ethical implications of Facebook’s
mood manipulation experiment.
Professor Koch gave a presentation
titled “Take It or Leave It: The Role of
Bioethics Advisory Bodies in Effecting
Policy Change” last October at the
annual meeting of the American Society
for Bioethics and Humanities (ASBH).
Her proposals for the upcoming annual
meeting this October in Houston have
been accepted. She continues in her
role as co-chair of the ASBH’s Law
Affinity Group.
In November, Professor Koch was
the featured member in the American
Society for Law, Medicine and Ethics
newsletter. As noted in the feature, she
continues to advise the New York State
Task Force on Life and the Law, the state’s
bioethics commission, as it finalizes its
guidelines for allocation of ventilators in
an influenza pandemic.
In April, Professor Koch presented
at the first annual Chicago Health Law
Colloquium regarding her research related
to a private right of action for informed
consent in research. She also gave a guest
lecture at Loyola University Stritch School
of Medicine’s Neiswanger Institute for
Bioethics and Health Policy on direct-toconsumer genetic testing.
In August, Professor Koch will present
two lectures during the University of
Chicago MacLean Center for Clinical
Medical Ethics Summer Intensive:
“Informed Consent in Treatment and
Research—What’s the Difference?”
and “Judges and Lawyers as Medical
Decision-Makers.”

Professor Koch has been invited
to present her work on “Adherence to
Altered Standards of Care in a Public
Health Crisis” in November at the annual
MacLean Center Conference.
Professor Koch’s article A Policy in
Flux: New York State’s Evolving Approach
to Human Subjects Research Involving
Individuals Who Lack Consent Capacity is
forthcoming in the next issue of the J ournal
of L aw , M edicine and E thics . Her article A
Private Right of Action for Informed Consent
in Research was published in 45 S eton
H all L aw R eview 173 (2015). She was
interviewed about the latter for an article
published in the July-August 2014 issue
of R esearch P ractitioner . Her chapter
in P renatal and P reimplantation G enetic
D iagnosis : T he B urden of C hoice (Springer)
will be published later this year. Professor
Koch is serving as a guest blogger for the
H ealth L aw P rof blog.

H A R O L D J . K R E N T addressed
a Chicago Bar Association committee
in April about trends in Social Security
Disability litigation and spoke at an Illinois
State Bar Association conference on
teaching professionalism. Dean Krent also
participated in a symposium at Syracuse
University on trends in legal education,
which was held in honor of former ChicagoKent Dean Richard Matasar.

L A U R I E E . L E A D E R , along with
her co-executive editors Professor
R I C H A R D G O N Z A L E Z and Debra
Millenson, published the 2015 supplement
to E mployment D iscrimination L aw
(Bloomberg BNA).

Photo courtesy of Spark Camp
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VA L E R I E G U T M A N N K O C H has been
reappointed as an at-large member of the
ABA’s Special Committee on Bioethics and
the Law.

Professor Edward Lee and
Silicon Valley strategist Nilofer
Merchant tour Fenway Park
during Spark Camp.

E D WA R D L E E launched a new nonprofit
and website, The Free Internet Project,
which tracks legal efforts to protect Internet
freedoms around the world. In October,
Professor Lee gave public talks about his
new nonprofit at the Rotary Club in Chicago
and at a tech incubator in San Francisco. He
also oversaw the design and production of
a video project asking people, “What does
Internet freedom mean to you?” Learn more
at thefreeinternetproject.org.

Professor Lee presented his workin-progress Patent Trolls: Moral Panics
and Patent Reform at the Intellectual
Property Scholars Conference last August
at Berkeley Law School. In September,
Professor Lee and IIT Professor Libby
Hemphill presented their research on
“Tweet Me: Using Social Media to Mobilize
People and Customers” during Social
Media Week in Chicago.
In October, Professor Lee was a
commentator at the Michigan State College
of Law Junior Scholar Workshop. He also
launched a new series for ISCOTUSnow
predicting the winners of this Term’s
Supreme Court cases based on the
number of questions asked during
oral argument.
Professor Lee spoke last December
at the “Fair Use Workshop,” hosted by
Berkeley Law School.
Last fall, the U niversity of P ennsylvania
J ournal of I nternational L aw published
Professor Lee’s article The Global Trade
Mark. Professor Lee and Professor Irene
Calboli co-edited T rademark P rotection
and T erritoriality : C hallenges in a G lobal
E conomy (Edward Elgar Publishing 2014).

Professor Edward Lee attends
Spark Camp at Harvard
Professor Edward Lee visited Harvard last
summer as one of more than 75 visionaries
and leaders invited to attend Spark Camp
2014 from such diverse industries as health
care, finance, government, the military,
tech and e-commerce, foundations, news,
Hollywood, fashion, and marketing and
advertising. At the four-day event, “Visionaries,

Leaders and Managers,” participants explored ideas about corporate
culture and how organizations should operate. Spark campers participate by
nomination only, and Professor Lee speculates he was selected as a result of
his work related to Internet freedom. Professor Lee is the author of The Fight for
the

Future: How People Defeated Hollywood and Saved the Internet–For Now and

recently created a nonprofit organization dedicated to Internet freedom. Spark
Camp is co-sponsored by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, Google, the
Knight Foundation, Webb Media Group and Open Society Foundations.
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M A R T I N H . M A L I N coordinated and
chaired a College of Labor and Employment
Lawyers program last fall for law students
in the Seventh Circuit. The program
featured panels on hot issues in labor and
employment law and on careers in labor and
employment law. Professor M A RY R O S E
S T R U B B E moderated the latter panel.

In November, Professor Malin gave
a presentation via video hook-up on
“The Future of Public Sector Collective
Bargaining” for the annual meeting of the
GAO Auditors and Analysts Association,
IFPTE Local 1921.
In March, Professor Malin debated
Professor C É S A R R O S A D O M A R Z Á N
before the Chicago-Kent Labor &
Employment Law Society over whether
Northwestern University football players
are employees under the NLRA. He also
spoke on “Labor Law: The Status Quo and
Prospects for Reform,” at the AFL-CIO
Next-Up Summit in Chicago.
In April, Professor Malin gave a talk on
“FSIP and the FLRA—The Relationship
Between Impasse Procedures and the ULP
Process” for the Federal Labor Relations
Authority Office of General Counsel
professional staff.
Professor Malin was elected to serve
as one of four vice-presidents of the
National Academy of Arbitrators at the
organization’s annual meeting in May.
Professor Malin continues to work on
his empirical comparison of the handling
of statutory human rights claims in labor
arbitration in Ontario and before the
Human Rights Tribunal of Ontario. In late
June, Professor Malin presented “An
Empirical Comparison of the Handling of
Human Rights Claims in Labour Arbitration
in Ontario and Before the Human Rights
Tribunal of Ontario” at the biennial meeting
of the Labor Law Research Network
in Amsterdam.
Professor Malin published Education
Reform and Labor-Management
Cooperation: What Role for the Law?,
45 U niversity of T oledo L aw R eview 527
(2014). He co-authored a study guide to
accompany a DVD, T he A rt and S cience
of L abor A rbitration , distributed
by the College of Labor and
Employment Lawyers.

Additionally, Professor Malin wrote an
amicus brief in Prime Healthcare v. Kaiser
Permanente and SEIU, a case before
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth
Circuit, with Professors Matthew Finkin of
the University of Illinois College of Law,
Thomas Kochan of MIT’s Sloan School of
Management, and Joel Cutcher-Gershenfeld
of the University of Illinois School of Labor
and Employment Relations.

N A N C Y S . M A R D E R was interviewed
last August by a reporter at T he T imes P icayune on a recent rule change in
Louisiana pertaining to post-verdict
interviews of jurors.

In October, Professor Marder and
Valerie Hans of Cornell Law School
organized a conference on “Juries and
Lay Participation: American Perspectives
and Global Trends” under the auspices of
the Justice John Paul Stevens Jury Center
and the C hicago -K ent L aw R eview . Panels
addressed such topics as “Contemporary
Challenges to Jury Impartiality,” “The Jury
as a Political Institution,” and “Practices
and Innovations: A Cross-Country
Exchange.” Professor Marder presented
her paper Juror Bias, Voir Dire, and the
Judge-Jury Relationship, as part of the
panel on “Contemporary Challenges to
Jury Impartiality.” The paper was published
in volume 90 of the C hicago -K ent L aw
R eview , along with other papers from
the conference, as part of the symposium
edited by Professors Marder and Hans.
Later in October, Professor Marder
presented a paper on jurors and social
media as part of a panel on “Social Media,
Information Technology and the Justice
System” at the Midwest Law and Society
Retreat at the University of Wisconsin–
Madison. She also chaired a panel on
“Constructing Courts.”
In November, Professor Marder gave
the keynote address on “Jurors and Social
Media: Is a Fair Trial Still Possible?” at the
11th annual Australasian Jury Research
and Practice Conference: Current Issues in
Jury Reform, Research and Policy, held at
Melbourne Law School in Australia. Later in
the conference, she participated in a panel
discussion on “What Does the Future Hold
for Juries?” As part of Professor Marder’s
visit to Melbourne, she also visited the
courts, met with several judges and
justices, and observed a jury selection.
In early March, Professor Marder
presented her paper Juror Bias, Voir Dire,
and the Judge-Jury Relationship at the18th
annual meeting of the Association for the
Study of Law, Culture & the Humanities,
held at Georgetown Law Center.

In May, Professor Marder presented her
paper on juries and social media at the
Law & Society Association annual meeting
in Seattle. She also chaired and organized
a panel on “Global Jury Practices and
Innovations: A Cross-Country Exchange.”
This spring, Professor Marder spoke
to journalists from the Associated Press
and Scripps Media, among others, about
recent jury trials.
In early June, Professor Marder
gave a lecture titled “Juries, Judges
and Trials in the American Legal System”
to a group of Thai judges who visited
Chicago-Kent. Professor Marder was
invited to deliver a lecture this July at
the Pound Civil Justice Institute’s 23rd
annual Forum for State Appellate Court
Judges in Montreal, Canada.
Professor Marder and Professor
Valerie Hans of Cornell Law School are
editing the papers from the conference
on “Juries and Mixed Tribunals Across
the Globe: New Developments, Common
Challenges, and Future Directions,”
held in June 2014 in Oñati, Spain. The
conference paperswill be published in
the O ñati S ocio -L egal S eries .
Professor Marder’s article Jurors and
Social Media: Is a Fair Trial Still Possible?
was published in 67 SMU L aw R eview 617
(2014) (symposium). She recently published
two book chapters: Justice John Paul
Stevens and His Clerks in C ourtiers and
K ings : M ore S tories on S upreme C ourt L aw
C lerks and T heir J ustices (T. Peppers & C.
Cushman eds., University of Virginia Press
2015) and Jurors and Juries in T he L aw and
S ociety H andbook (A. Sarat & P. Ewick eds.,
Wiley Blackwell 2015).
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S H E L D O N H . N A H M O D spoke
last August about the Religion Clauses at
the National Conference of Jewish Lawyers
in Chicago.

Professor Nahmod organized and
spoke at the 32nd annual Section 1983
Conference held this April at ChicagoKent. His topics were “The Section
1983 Claim” and “Procedural Defenses:
The Basics.”
Professor Nahmod published the 2015
update to his treatise C ivil R ights and
C ivil L iberties L itigation : T he L aw of
S ection 1983 (4th ed. West). The fourth
edition of Professor Nahmod’s casebook
C onstitutional T orts (2015) (ed. with M.
Wells et al.) was published by LexisNexis.
More than 200,000 visitors from around the
world have visited his blog, nahmodlaw.com.
The blog covers constitutional law,
free speech, religion, section 1983 and
law teaching.

H E N RY H . P E R R I T T, J R . , has been
elected to the board of directors of Air-One
Emergency Response Coalition, for which
he also serves as the legal and regulatory
compliance officer and as a safety pilot.

In September, he appeared on an
ABA Business Law Section panel on
how businesses should deal with the
phenomenon of small civilian drones.
Professor Perritt spoke about drones
in February at the National Association of
Attorneys General annual meeting and in
April at the Midwest Helicopter Association
annual meeting. In April, Professor Perritt
made a presentation at IIT’s Forensecure
conference on security concerns involving
civilian drones.
Professor Perritt recently succeeded
in obtaining a Section 333 exemption
from the FAA for a Chicago-area news
photographer who wants to use small
drones to shoot live aerial video. Professor
Perritt has filed similar requests on behalf
of other clients, including a California
entrepreneur who wants to fly drones
towing advertising banners.
Professor Perritt and Eliot Sprague are
under contract with Ashgate Publishing to
write a book titled Domesticating Drones:
The Technology, Law and Economics of
Unmanned Aircraft. Professor Perritt’s article
Sharing Public Safety Helicopters, coauthored with Eliot Sprague and ChicagoKent Adjunct Professor Christopher L. Cue,
has been published in 79 Journal of Air
Law and Commerce 501 (2014).
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Professor Perritt and Eliot O. Sprague
recently published Drones, 17 V anderbilt
J ournal of E ntertainment and T echnology
L aw 673 (2015); Law Abiding Drones, 16
C olumbia S cience and T echnology L aw
R eview 385 (2015); and Developing DROP
Discipline: Training and Testing Operators
of Small Unmanned Aircraft Systems, 7
H astings S cience and T echnology L aw
J ournal 143 (2015).
Professor Perritt’s articles, co-authored
with Eliot Sprague, have been published
in several aviation and technology
publications: Law-Abiding Drones in Rotor
and Wing; Seeking Law-Abiding Drones:
What to Tell Clients That Want to Use
Drones in Their Business in ABA Business
Law Today; Game of Drones in Rotorcraft
Pro; Bracing for Impact in Vertical
magazine; and Ready for the Microdrone
Races and Drones: Free at Last? in the
newsletter of the Radio and Television Digital
News Association.
Professor Perritt also published the
2015 edition of E mployment L aw U pdate
(Aspen Publishers).

C É S A R F. R O S A D O M A R Z Á N
presented his new article Work, Study,
Organize! Why the Northwestern University
Football Players Are Employees Under the
National Labor Relations Act (with Alex
Tillett-Saks ’15) in September at the 2014
Labor and Employment Law Colloquium at
the University of Colorado Law School and
in November at the 2014 E lon L aw R eview
Symposium on Media, Regulatory, and Labor
Issues in College Sports.

In October, Professor Rosado Marzán
gave talks on contemporary topics in U.S.
labor law at the Catholic University of Perú
and at the Adolfo Ibañez Law School
of Chile.
In January, Professor Rosado Marzán
gave a workshop at Stockholm University
about whether the United States has
something akin to the British “zero-hour
contracts,” where employers do not
promise any specific number of hours of
work but expect employees to be ready
and willing to work at any time.
Professor Rosado Marzán presented his
paper When Do Judges Protect Workers?,
based on his ethnography of Chilean
labor courts and its labor inspectorate,
in January at the Chicago Junior Faculty
Workshop. The same paper was also
accepted for presentation at the annual
meeting of the Society for the Study of
Social Problems, which will take place
this summer in Chicago.

This March, at the invitation of
Chicago-Kent’s Labor and Employment
Law Students Association and the
Sports and Entertainment Law Society,
Professor Rosado Marzán debated
Professor M A R T I N M A L I N on whether
Northwestern University football players
are employees under the National Labor
Relations Act.
Professor Rosado Marzán presented his
paper The Principle of Non-Waiver (with S.
Gamonal Contreras) at the second Labour
Law Research Network conference this
summer in Amsterdam. He also chaired a
panel at the conference on private labor
arbitration in the United States, Canada
and Cambodia.
In 2015–16, Professor Rosado Marzán
will be a visiting scholar at the American
Bar Foundation.
Professor Rosado Marzán has been
doing fieldwork at a Chicago-area worker
center for a project on low-wage work in
the global city, tentatively titled “Workplace
Justice in the Global City: An Ethnography
of a Chicago Worker Center.”
Professor Rosado Marzán’s book E l
P rincipcio de P rotección del T rabajador
en el D erecho N orteamericano [T he
P rinciple of P rotection in U.S. W ork
L aw ], co-authored with Sergio Gamonal
Contreras, was published in October by
Legal Publishing/Thomson Reuters-Chile.
Professor Rosado Marzán co-edited T he
R egulation of C ompensation : P roceedings
of the NYU 66 th A nnual C onference
on L abor (Lexis 2014) with ChicagoKent student Meron Kebede ’15. (Read
more about Professor Rosado Marzán’s
collaboration with Meron on page 9.)
Professor Rosado Marzán published
Labor’s Soft Means and Hard Challenges:
Fundamental Discrepancies and the Promise
of Non-Binding Arbitration for International
Framework Agreements, 98 M innesota L aw
R eview 1749 (2014), and El Bajo Vientre del
Jaguar: La Fiscalización y la Ausencia de
Autotutela en el Derecho Laboral Chileno
[The Jaguar’s Underbelly: Labor Inspection
and Workers’ Organization in Chile], 4
Revista de Derecho Laboral y Seguridad
Social 13 (2014).

C H R I S T O P H E R W. S C H M I D T
received the 2014 McFarland-SABR
Baseball Research Award from the Society
for American Baseball Research for his
article Explaining the Baseball Revolution.
The article previously appeared in volume
45 of the Arizona S tate Law Journal.

Last September, Professor Schmidt
presented his paper Litigating Against the
Civil Rights Movement at a conference
on “Litigating for Social Change” at the
University of Colorado. He presented the
same paper in November at the American
Society for Legal History annual meeting.
Professor Schmidt recently served on
the Scholarly Paper Prize Committee for
the Association of American Law Schools
and on the Cromwell Dissertation Prize
Advisory Committee for the American
Society for Legal History.
Professor Schmidt published New York
Times v. Sullivan and the Legal Attack on
the Civil Rights Movement, 66 A labama
L aw R eview 293 (2014), and The Law and
Economics of the Civil Rights Revolution, a
review of Gavin Wright’s book S haring the
P rize : T he E conomics of the C ivil R ights
R evolution in the A merican S outh (2013), in
J otwell (March 2015). His book review titled
The Challenge of Supreme Court Biography:
The Case of Chief Justice Rehnquist
appeared in 29 Constitutional Commentary
271 (2014).

M I C H A E L I . S PA K ’s article Practical
Problems with Modifying the Military Justice
System to Better Handle Sexual Assault
Cases will be published in the Wisconsin
Journal of Law, Gender & Society.

R O N A L D W. S TA U D T presented
“Rethinking Legal Aid” last September at the
Legal Services Corporation 40th Anniversary
Conference in Washington, D.C. In October,
he presented “Into the Tornado, Reaching
for 100%” at the College of Law Practice
Management Futures Conference at Suffolk
Law School in Boston.

In November, Professor Staudt
presented “A2J Author, a Chicago
Innovation” at the Chicago Innovation
Meetup at Seyfarth Shaw. Representing the
Center for Access to Justice & Technology,
Professor Staudt met with representatives
from IBM Watson, Legal OnRamp, and a
dozen law and technology experts from
other law schools to launch the WORX
Legal Research Network.

In January, Professor Staudt and
John Mayer, director of CALI, chaired
the organizational meeting for the CALI
A2J Course Project at the AALS annual
meeting in Washington, D.C. In June,
the course project participants met at
Chicago-Kent with faculty from six new
law schools joining the effort to build
curriculum modeled on Chicago-Kent’s
Justice and Technology Practicum.
Schools represented included the
University of Tennessee, Indiana University,
Northwestern University, Stetson University,
Hofstra University, and the University of
Missouri, Kansas City.
Professor Staudt presented “A2J
Author 5.0, Law Schools, Mobile, and
Document Assembly,” in January at
the Legal Services Corporation TIG
Conference in San Antonio. In April, he
presented “Leveraging Smart Phones &
Law Students to Grow Legal Aid” at the
National Association of Law Placement
2015 Annual Education Conference
in Chicago.
In April, Professor Staudt spoke as a
member of the ABA Commission on the
Future of Legal Services at the “Arizona
Forward” conference in Phoenix—a
statewide meeting of bar and bench
leaders in Arizona examining demographic
and economic trends to chart the future
of law practice. Later that month, at the
invitation of the Legal Services Corporation,
Professor Staudt attended a reception at
the Supreme Court of the United States,
hosted by Associate Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsburg, and a White House Forum at
which his student, Hanna Kaufman ’15,
spoke about his Justice & Technology
Practicum course and its impact on access
to justice for low-income people. (Read
more about Hanna Kaufman’s talk at the
White House Forum on page 2.)

In late April, Professor Staudt, John
Mayer and CAJT program coordinator
Jessica (Bolack) Frank ’11 spoke about
“Smart Phones and Access to Justice
for Low-Income People” at the annual
convention of the National Association
of Law Placement. Professor Staudt also
participated in a leadership conference,
sponsored by the Kauffman Foundation in
Kansas City, on Access to Justice, Legal
Education and Technology.
In May, Professor Staudt and the other
members of the ABA Commission on the
Future of Legal Services met at Stanford
University for the National Summit on
Innovation in Legal Services, at which the
CALI/Chicago-Kent software A2J Author
was showcased.
In mid-June, Professor Staudt presented
the keynote at the Nottingham Trent
University Law School conference on
Legal Education and Access to Justice in
Nottingham, England.
Professor Staudt recently published two
articles about access to justice and pro
bono solutions: The College of Law Practice
Management Gives Back in the March/April
issue of ABA L aw P ractice and Inventing a
100% Future for Legal Aid in the winter issue
of the MIE J ournal .

J O A N E . S T E I N M A N was inducted

in April as an Honorary Fellow of the
American Academy of Appellate Lawyers
at their spring meeting in Santa Fe, N.M.
Membership is by invitation only, following
nomination by current Fellows and election
by the AALS's board of directors.
Professor Steinman served as a
moderator for a conference last October
organized by Professor N A N C Y
M A R D E R on “Juries and Lay Participation:
American Perspectives and Global
Trends.”

American Law Institute recognizes
Professors Joan Steinman and Richard
Wright
Professors Joan Steinman and Richard Wright were
honored as new Life Members of the American Law
Institute this May at a luncheon held in Washington, D.C.
Professors Steinman and Wright both have been members
of the American Law Institute for the past 25 years. The
mission of the American Law Institute is to improve the
law and its administration, and members are elected
based on their professional achievement and
demonstrated commitment to law reform.
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In late January, Professor Steinman
spoke to the Chicago Bar Association
Class Action Committee on “Emerging
Issues in Class Action Law,” with the focus
on ascertainability of class members,
whether class members need to have
Article III standing to sue, and the role
of damages calculations in determining
whether common questions predominate
over issues affecting only individual
members of a Rule 23(b)(3) class.
The multiple-choice questions,
answers and explanations on matters
of federal civil procedure that Professor
Steinman authored last summer were
used to prepare students for the February
2015 bar exams, which for the first time
included multiple-choice questions on
civil procedure in the multi-state portion
of the bar exam.
Professor Steinman joined four American
Law Institute Consultative Groups: those on
conflict of laws, consumer contracts, data
privacy, and foreign relations and law.
Professor Steinman published the
2015 Pocket Parts to Volumes 14B & C
of the W right & M iller F ederal P ractice
and P rocedure treatise. She completed
R emoval and R emand – B eyond the
S upplements (2015), an online compilation
of case descriptions and citations to law
review articles that complements the
contents of her volumes in the W right &
M iller treatise.
Professor Steinman’s article The Puzzling
Appeal of Summary Judgment Denials:
When Are Such Denials Reviewable? was
published in the M ichigan S tate L aw R eview .
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K E N T S T R E S E M A N and seven

members of Chicago-Kent’s Moot Court
Honor Society traveled to Scotland last
summer to participate in the Academy
of the Advocate at St. Andrews, a study
abroad program launched by Baylor Law
School. The academy brought together
students and faculty from top advocacy
programs throughout the United States
for two weeks of intensive training in briefwriting and oral advocacy.
Professor Streseman presented “Using the
Science of Skill Acquisition and Principles of
Deep Practice to Help Advocates Prepare
for Oral Argument” in October at the Legal
Writing Institute’s inaugural conference for
moot court advisers. During a four-week
span in October and November, his moot
court teams won three championships,
two best brief awards, two best advocate
awards, and four semifinal placements in six
competitions. (Read more about ChicagoKent’s stellar 2014–15 appellate and trial
advocacy season on page 8.)

M A RY R O S E S T R U B B E was inducted
as a Fellow of the College of Labor &
Employment Lawyers last November at
the organization’s annual ceremony in Los
Angeles. Fellows are elected annually to
the college in recognition of their “sustained
outstanding performance in the profession,
exemplifying dedication and excellence.”

A . D A N TA R L O C K participated in the
ABA’s “Water Law 101” webinar in April.

In May, Professor Tarlock presented
“Do the Sustainability and Resilience
Paradigms Really Help Us Do a Better
Job Allocating Water?” at the first
annual Sustainability Conference of
American Legal Educators at Arizona
State University. Later that month, he
presented “The Role of International Water
Law in Mitigating the Costs of Droughts,
Floods and the Degradation of Aquatic
Ecosystems” at a conference at Stanford
Law School and “Water Security 101” at the
Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation
Biannual Law Teachers Conference in Salt
Lake City.
In June, Professor Tarlock presented
“United States Flood Control Policy” in the
Czech Republic at the EU Conference on
Flood Management.
Professor Tarlock’s chapter International
Water Law and Climate Disruption
Adaptation appears in T he UNECE
Convention on the Protection of
Transboundary Watercourses and Lakes:
Its Contribution to International Water
Cooperation (A. Tanzi et al. eds., 2015).

I nternational E nvironmental L aw and
P olicy , co-edited by Professor Tarlock, will
be published soon by West Publishing.
Professor Tarlock also published the
2014 edition of law of W ater R ights and
R esources (West).

RYA N J . V O G E L was an expert
contributor last fall for a CLTV Politics Tonight
segment on U.S. strikes against ISIS in Iraq
and Syria. He also spoke at Loyola University
School of Law’s national security law career
panel.

Professor Vogel’s article Ending the
“Drone War” or Expanding It? Assessing
the Legal Authority for Continued U.S.
Military Operation Against Al-Qaida After
Afghanistan was published in 8 A lbany
G overnment L aw R eview 280 (2015).
Professor Vogel published two posts on
J ust S ecurity , an online forum for analysis
of U.S. national security law and policy,
regarding unprivileged belligerency and
the Department of Defense’s new detention
regulation. In May, the O rlando S entinel
published an op-ed by Professor Vogel about
why Section 215 of the USA Patriot
Act should be extended.

A D R I A N J . WA LT E R S presented
“Reception & Resistance: The Asymmetric
Treatment of Foreign Restructuring Plans in
the United Kingdom and the United States”
in March at the 17th annual Colloquium of
the INSOL International Academics’ Group
in San Francisco. Professor Walters was
recently invited to serve as the U.S. reporter
in connection with a European Commission
comparative study on national approaches to
business failure and bankruptcy.

Professor Walters published Statutory
Erosion of Secured Creditors’ Rights: Some
Insights from the United Kingdom, 2015
University of I llinois L aw Review 543. The
article was showcased in the Harvard L aw
School B ankruptcy Roundtable in April.
Professor Walters and Michael Schwartz,
dean of the University of Arkansas at Little
Rock’s William H. Bowen School of Law,
co-authored the second edition of Contracts:
A Context and P ractice Casebook (Carolina
Academic Press, forthcoming 2015). The
casebook will be published in time for the fall
2015 semester.

R I C H A R D WA R N E R presented
“Excluding Reasons: Trade Disputes,
Incommensurability, and Judicial Reasoning”
in September at the Canadian Law and
Economics Association meeting in Toronto.

Professor Warner presented his
forthcoming article The Self, the Stasi,
and the NSA: Privacy, Knowledge, and
Complicity in the Surveillance State—coauthored with Professor Robert Sloan of
the University of Illinois at Chicago—in
October at the Midwest Privacy Scholars
Roundtable at Notre Dame University,
in November at a Chicago-Kent faculty
presentation, and in June at the Privacy
Law Scholars Conference at UC Berkeley
School of Law. The article will be published
in the Minnesota Journal of Law, Science
and T echnology .
Professor Warner gave the keynote
presentation “Doing Better: An Anatomy of
the Target Breach” in October at “Beyond
Defense in Depth, a Guidance Software
Security Seminar.” In December, he spoke
about “Getting Consent Online: Myth,
Reality and Regulation” for the Georgian
Bar Association in Tbilisi, Georgia.
In March, Professor Warner gave an
interview on “The Psychology of WhiteCollar Crime” for the Web TV series Circle
of Insight. In April, he gave a presentation
on “The Sony Hack” at Illinois Institute of
Technology.
Professor Warner presented “Responding
to the Wave of Data Breaches” in April at
the eAdministration Conference in Torun,
Poland. He spoke on the same topic in May
as the keynote speaker at the Association
of Records Managers and Administrators
conference in Chicago.

R I C H A R D W. W R I G H T was the lead-

off keynote speaker at a conference on
“Causation, Liability and Apportionment,
an Interdisciplinary Perspective: Law,
Economics and Philosophy,” held in Paris
last September at the French Court of
Cassation (the highest court of appeal
for civil and criminal matters) and the
Université Panthéon-Assas. He discussed
“Scientific Causation and Legal Causation”
before an audience of judges, lawyers and
academics.
In January, Professor Wright presented
a paper on economic and non-economic
theories of causation in the law at the
Association of American Law Schools
annual meeting in Washington, D.C.
Professor Wright’s essay Moore on
Causation and Responsibility: Metaphysics
or Intuition? will be published in Legal ,
Moral , and Metaphysical T ruths: The
Philosophy of M ichael Moore (K. Ferzan
& S. Morse eds., Oxford University Press,
forthcoming 2015). His essay Causation
in the L aw : P hilosophical F oundations ,
co-authored with Professor Ingeborg Puppe
of the University of Bonn, will be published
in T he Common Core of European Law:
Causation (M. Infantino & L. Zervogianni
eds., Cambridge University Press,
forthcoming).
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Charles Pierce (CHE 1901):
First-known African-American
chemical engineering graduate
in the country

Grote Reber (EE ’33): Father of
radio astronomy

Florence King (LAW 1895):
First female patent attorney in
the United States

Marvin Camras (EE ’40, M.S. ’42):
Pioneer of magnetic recording

Lois Graham (M.S. ME ’49,
Ph.D. ’59): First female in the
country to receive a Ph.D. in
mechanical engineering

Martin Cooper (EE ’50, M.S. ’57):
Father of the mobile cell phone

Richard B. Ogilvie (LAW ’49):
Governor of Illinois, 1969–1973

Susan Solomon (CHEM ’77):
Determined manmade
chlorofluorocarbons were
destroying the ozone layer

Victor Tsao (M.S. CS ’80):
Founder of the computer network
company Linksys

SUMMER 2015 CHICAGO-KENT MAGAZINE

| 35

SUPPORTING CHICAGO-KENT

Law and Technology Initiative aided by
transformational gift from George Zelcs ’79

Donations to Dean’s
Priority Fund grow

From left: George Zelcs ’79, Nancy Krent and Dean Harold J. Krent

Dean Harold Krent (left) and Arthur Morris ’ 71
at a ceremony to honor Art for his contribution
to the Dean’s Priority Fund. The 10th Floor
Event Room was renamed Arthur & Stephanie
Morris Hall in his honor.

This spring, Chicago-Kent Board of Overseers member George Zelcs
’79 pledged $500,000 to support Chicago-Kent’s Law and Technology
Initiative. The initiative is increasing the number of opportunities
that Chicago-Kent students have to hone their technology skills and
understand critical and emerging advancements at the intersection of
law and technology. By increasing Chicago-Kent’s focus on law
and technology, school leadership hopes to graduate better-prepared
students with a distinct skill set and attract forward-thinking
prospective students from a nationwide pool.
George Zelcs was motivated to support the effort as a way to niche
Chicago-Kent within a challenging environment and stay true to the
school’s historical legacy while responding to contemporary realities.
Zelcs’ previous support of Chicago-Kent’s Oyez Project has heightened
awareness of Chicago-Kent nationwide through the publication of
often-cited “deep dive” websites related to controversial cases before the
Supreme Court. On George Zelcs’ philanthropic support of the school,
fellow Board of Overseers member Robert Washlow ’70 comments,
“What he has and is doing for the law school, its students, and faculty
help to continue to push us up to the very top of the ladder.”
As part of its Law and Technology Initiative, Chicago-Kent has recently
recruited Professor Daniel Martin Katz, a leader in using technology to
advance the study and practice of law. Read more about Professor Katz
on page 27.

The Chicago-Kent Dean’s Priority
Fund provides Chicago-Kent
leadership with support to respond to
urgent challenges and pursue creative
initiatives. Arthur Morris ’71 recently
made a $500,000 contribution to the
fund, with hopes of inspiring others
to follow.
These donations have funded projects
to advance the school’s curriculum,
facilities and overall marketability,
including:
• Development of online programs
in compliance and intellectual
property, launching this summer
• Upgrades to classroom technology
• New marketing and recruitment
initiatives to better reach
prospective students where
they’re at
Consider making a donation to
the Dean’s Priority Fund to ensure
Chicago-Kent’s continued strategic
advancement.
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New scholarship fund recalls merger of IIT and Chicago-Kent
Chicago-Kent is pleased to announce the establishment of
a full-tuition scholarship in honor of former IIT president
Dr. John T. Rettaliata and his wife, Caryl Pucci Rettaliata.
President Rettaliata oversaw the merger between IIT and
Chicago-Kent in 1969, establishing one of the first law schools
in the nation with a technology focus. He is also remembered
for his strong ties to the student body.

Dr. John T. Rettaliata, IIT
President, 1952–73

Kristin Opal ’17, 2014–15
Scholarship Recipient

“Dr. Rettaliata was always forward-looking and knew the
importance of helping young people become leaders,” says
Lester H. McKeever ’71, an advisor to The Lawrence Pucci
Wedgwood Society of Chicago. “Chicago-Kent is an excellent
place to help educate and develop leaders.”

A generous gift from The Lawrence Pucci Wedgwood Society of Chicago established The Pucci Family Foundation
Scholarship in honor of Dr. John T. Rettaliata and Caryl Pucci Rettaliata. Kristin Opal ’17, a first-generation college
student and now a Chicago-Kent Honors Scholar, is the proud first recipient of the award.
To learn more about establishing a named scholarship at Chicago-Kent, contact Susan Lewers, assistant dean
for institutional advancement, at (312) 906-5236 or slewers@kentlaw.iit.edu.

Establish your Chicago-Kent legacy by making a planned gift
Planned gifts can benefit you, your loved ones, and
Chicago-Kent all at once. And they often have the power
to make a lasting difference in the lives of generations
of students.
Anyone who names Chicago-Kent as the beneficiary of a
gift through their estate plan becomes a member of IIT’s
Gunsaulus Society. Members receive exclusive invitations
and communications, and are recognized at small and large
events alike.
Thanks to the generosity of Gunsaulus Society members,
planned gifts have funded:
• Scholarships
• Endowments
• Technology and building improvements
• Faculty research

Cathy Rath ’01 on making a gift from her will to ChicagoKent: “I wanted to use the money for a positive activity, and a
planned gift seemed like the best way. I would like the money
to help a deserving student advance his or her career goals.
The process was very easy. I simply called Chicago-Kent’s
Office of Institutional Advancement.”

Planned gifts are truly a win-win, and with some careful planning, you can ensure that you and your family
are provided for while supporting Chicago-Kent at the same time.
Visit iit.edu/giftplanning today to review popular planned gift strategies or inform us of your planned gift.
Call us at (312) 906-5240.

We look forward to welcoming you into the Gunsaulus Society!
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Alumni display support with new named
spaces
Chicago-Kent is in the midst of transforming its building
into a campus environment suited for a broader range of
student activities. Financial support from alumni has been an
instrumental part of this.

Trial advocacy coach Joe Carlasare ’12 provides feedback
from behind the Gordon A. Greenberg ’80 Jury Box.

In the fall of 2014, the Flanagan Family Terrace opened for use by
students as an outdoor study and leisure space. A generous gift
from Thomas Flanagan ’63 allowed for the build-out of the patios.
Inside, Elaine Levin ’85 provided support for the creation of quiet,
comfortable study space on the busy second floor, and Gordon
Greenberg ’80 was honored for his support of trial advocacy
facilities with a jury box in his name in the Marovitz Courtroom.
The Gordon A. Greenberg ’80 Jury Box was introduced to the
Chicago-Kent community at this year’s annual Ilana Diamond
Rovner Appellate Advocacy Competition.

A day student enjoys the newly built Elaine R. Levin ’85 Lounge.

The 10th Floor Event Room was renamed Arthur and Stephanie
Morris Hall in the fall in honor of Art and Stephanie's support
of Chicago-Kent. This summer, the room was sound-proofed so
events in Morris Hall will not interrupt students studying in
the Berkson Reading Room.
We extend our deepest thanks to the members of our community
of alumni who have demonstrated such commitment to the
growth of Chicago-Kent students. To learn more about facilities
updates and naming opportunities, contact Susan Lewers,
assistant dean for institutional advancement, at (312) 906-5236
or slewers@kentlaw.iit.edu.

New students are introduced to the Flanagan Family
Terrace during Orientation Week 2014.
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36th annual Alumni Awards
On November 20, members of the Chicago-Kent community
gathered for the 36th annual Alumni Awards celebration to honor
alumni for their outstanding professional and community service
achievements and to raise money for the Chicago-Kent Alumni
Board Scholarship Fund. The scholarship is awarded annually to
students who display financial need and academic merit.
Professional Achievement
Awards
Nancy Paridy ’83
Senior Vice President & General
Counsel, Government Affairs,
Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago

Stephen B. Ruben ’73
Managing Director, Ruben Law
Firm

Outstanding Young Alumnus/a
Awards
Lindsay Anderson ’05
Counsel, McGuire Woods

Timothy Ritchey ’05
Partner, Peck Ritchey LLC

From left: Professor Gary Laser, former director of clinical
education at Chicago-Kent; Michael J. Gallagher ’78; Eric
Moran ’01, representing McDonnell Boehnen Hulbert & Berghoff
LLP; Nancy Paridy ’83; Lindsay Anderson ’05; Timothy Ritchey ’05;
Stephen B. Ruben ’73; and Dean Harold Krent

Learn more about the honorees at
alumni.kentlaw.iit.edu/alumni-awards-2014.

Institutional Partner Award
McDonnell Boehnen Hulbert
& Berghoff LLP

Distinguished Service Award
The Honorable Michael J.
Gallagher ’78
Owner, Michael J. Gallagher
Mediation Services LLC

Eighth annual Public Interest
Awards Night
On April 23, Chicago-Kent celebrated student and alumni service
in the public interest. The evening honored the 2015 recipients
of the Honorable Abraham Lincoln Marovitz Public Interest
Law Award, the Outstanding Pro Bono Service Award, and the
Public Interest Partner Award. Students were also recognized for
their volunteer efforts with the Certificate of Service and Dean’s
Distinguished Public Service awards.
The Honorable Abraham Lincoln
Marovitz Public Interest Law
Award
Ashlee Highland ’00
CARPLS

Outstanding Pro Bono Service
Award
Anne Shaw ’95
Shaw Legal Services Ltd.

From left: Dean Harold Krent; Ashlee Highland ’00; Edward
Grossman, representing the Chicago Legal Clinic; and Anne
Shaw ’95

Learn more about the honorees at
alumni.kentlaw.iit.edu/public-interest-2015.

Public Interest Partner Award
Chicago Legal Clinic
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Alumni sworn in to the U.S.
Supreme Court Bar
Eight Chicago-Kent alumni were admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court
on December 1, and then had the opportunity to listen to oral arguments.
The group of inductees included alumni who graduated from the law school between
1975 and 2009, and who came from California, Illinois, North Carolina and Virginia.
They were presented for admission by Dean Harold Krent, and Chief Justice John
Roberts administered the oath to the group.
The next group admission for Chicago-Kent alumni will be Monday, November 16,
2015. Visit alumni.kentlaw.iit.edu/supremecourt for more information on how to
participate.

From left: Chicago-Kent alumni pose with Dean Harold
Krent in front of the U.S. Supreme Court building after
the swearing-in ceremony. Back row from left: Derek
Steele ’09, Steven A. Shapiro ’75, Les W. Robertson ’88,
Richard N. Kessler ’82, and Richard E. Conser ’88.
Front row from left: Rupen R. Fofaria ’06, Dean Krent,
Francisco Castro ’07, and Joel Roberson ’07.

Day of Giving raises more
than $180,000
On October 29, Chicago-Kent launched the first Today
for C-K challenge, raising more than $180,000 for the
law school in just 24 hours. Alumni Steve Jambois ’82
and Al Schwartz ’84 of the law firm of Kralovec, Jambois
& Schwartz offered to donate $50,000 if the law school
community could match that amount by midnight.
Our generous supporters met that challenge by early
afternoon, and then Ann Cresce ’94 issued a second
challenge: She would contribute an additional $10,000 if
100 more alumni gave to the law school. Gifts continued
to roll in, and soon Chicago-Kent faculty offered to match
remaining contributions through midnight.
When the challenge—hashtagged #TODAY4CK on
Twitter—ended, our generous challengers and nearly
400 alumni, faculty, staff and students had contributed
$185,926.21 to the law school.

Student volunteers and staff celebrate after completing the first of three
fundraising challenges during Chicago-Kent's Day of Giving.

Of the 380 people who contributed during the Day of
Giving, 92 made their first-ever gift to Chicago-Kent.
Nineteen Chicago-Kent staff made gifts, and 34 faculty
contributed to the challenge. Forty-seven donors gave
$1,000 or more, and gifts came in from alumni in
countries as far away as China, Egypt and Georgia. Gifts
came from both current and future alumni in 48 different
class years, ranging from 1966 to 2016. The Class of 2013
had the largest number of donors, followed by the Classes
of 2008, 2009 and 1983.
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Today for
C-K challenge! And if you missed out, don’t worry—there
will be another chance to get involved this fall!
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Announcing the new Alumni
Association website
On June 1, the Alumni
Association launched its
newly redesigned website at
alumni.kentlaw.iit.edu. The new
website was designed to make
it easier for you to
find the information you
need about alumni services,
upcoming events, and
volunteer opportunities. It’s
also mobile-responsive, so you
can keep up with Chicago-Kent
on the go and from any device.
You’ll notice a more modern look with streamlined menus and
simple navigation.
Log in or register as a member of the new MyKent Online Community
to find classmates, update your contact information, or connect with
alumni in your area! Learn more at alumni.kentlaw.iit.edu/mykent.

Many ways to stay involved
Whether you’re in Chicago, California or
China, a variety of opportunities exist
for you to stay involved with ChicagoKent after you graduate. Here are a few
examples:
•C
 onnect with your former classmates
and other alumni by creating or
updating your profile in the alumni
directory. Then share your professional
achievements by submitting a class note
at alumni.kentlaw.iit.edu/mykent.
• Volunteer to take a student out to
lunch this summer as part of Summer
ConneKtions (in cities outside of
Chicago), or host a group of students
during ConneKtions@Dinner Week in the
Chicago area this fall.
• Mentor a recent graduate through the
2015–16 Lawyer-to-Lawyer Mentoring
Program.

Thank you to ASCK Week
volunteers
Thank you to all of the
alumni who volunteered
during Alumni-Student
ConneKtions (ASCK) Week
2015, held in February. More than 80 alumni volunteered their time
to conduct mock or informational interviews, host students for job
shadowing, meet with groups of students for coffee, or speak to students
about job search strategies. All together, up to 300 students had the
opportunity to interact with alumni throughout the week. ASCK Week
2016 will be February 15–19.

• Hire students and alumni. Help prepare
a current student for a legal career by
hosting him or her as an extern, or
encourage your firm to participate in
Chicago-Kent’s On-Campus Interviewing
Program in the fall.
Interested in getting more involved?
Please visit alumni.kentlaw.iit
.edu/volunteer or contact the Alumni
Association at alums@kentlaw.iit.edu
or (312) 906-5240.

For more information, please visit
alumni.kentlaw.iit.edu/volunteer/asck.
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Upcoming Alumni Events
Thank you to all the alumni, friends and students
who came to the many Chicago-Kent Alumni
Association events this past year!
1 	From left: Prava Palacharla ’13, 6
Bridget Maul ’13, Jack Bentley
’12 and Nick Nepustil ’13 at the
Young Alumni Summer Social
at Ay Chiwowa

2

3

4

5

	The championship team
from the first Student-Alumni
Softball Tournament. Top from
left: Jesse Footlik ’11, Jack
Gould ’11, Kyle Fahey ’13,
Craig Mares and Casey Brown
’15; Middle from left: Lisbeth
Fotheringill, Luke Novak ’05,
Amy Ritchey, Tim Ritchey ’05
and Jim Dunne; Bottom from
left: Kelli Novak and Gabrielle
Novak
	From left: Leah Eubanks ’14,
Koplan Nwabuoku ’14 and
Colette Kopon ’14 at the 2014
Post-Bar Party at Rock Bottom
Brewery
	From left: Patrick Lucansky ’64,
Dean Harold Krent, the late
Frederick Niemi ’64, Professor
Ralph Brill, Joe Mirabella ’64,
Marty Hauselman ’60, Ben
Goldwater ’64, John Kincaid
’63, Tom Flanagan ’63 and
Charles Brizzolara ’57 at the
Golden Reunion
	From left: Rachael Sinnen ’11,
Lindsay Gephardt ’12, Jessica
Biagi ’11 and Erik Wilson
’12 at the Trial Advocacy
Reunion Dinner at Maggiano's
Banquets

7

8

9

	From left: Laurel Martinez
’15, Brendan Perry ’16, the
Honorable Edward Arce ’85,
Elizabeth Hernandez ’16 and
Yara Mroueh ’16 at HLLSA
Judges’ Night
	From left: Sheri Kohen, Bruce
Kohen ’79, Stacey Feeley
Cavanagh ’95 and Tim
Cavanagh ’87 at the Senior
Partner Council Reception
	From left: Ana Rueda ’16,
Orlando Carreno ’16, Jason
Adams ’16, Cook County
State’s Attorney Anita Alvarez
’86, Evelyn Hernandez ’16,
Natalie Adeeyo ’16, Gus
Hernandez ’16 and Laurel
Martinez ’15 at “A Night with
Anita Alvarez”
	From left: Derek Steele ’09,
Fernando Colon ’13, Christine
Kim ’13 and Walter Tersch ’09
at the Public Interest Alumni
Reception in Washington, D.C.

10	From left: Elizabeth Hernandez
’16, Olivia Henry ’16 and
Briana Mayes ’16 at the annual
Student Thank-a-Thon

Young Alumni Summer Social
Thursday, August 27
33rd annual Federal Sector Labor Relations
& Labor Law Conference
Thursday, September 17
Inauguration of IIT President Alan Cramb
Friday, September 18
Golden Reunion
Friday, September 18
Student-Alumni Softball Tournament
Saturday, September 19
Supreme Court Intellectual
Property Review (SCIPR)
Friday, September 25
Patent Hub Launch Event
Thursday, October 8
Intellectual Property Alumni Reception at
the AIPLA Meeting (Washington, D.C.)
Thursday, October 22
Public Interest Alumni Reception
(Washington, D.C.)
Friday, October 23
Alumni Awards Dinner
Thursday, November 12
Supreme Court Swearing-In (Washington, D.C.)
Monday, November 16
31st annual Illinois Public Sector Labor
Relations Law Conference
Friday, December 4
Alumni-Student ConneKtions Week
February 22–26

More events are being added all the time!
For more details or to register, please
visit alumni.kentlaw.iit.edu/events.
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Class Notes
are found on the
MyKent Online Community.
Login at alumni.kentlaw.iit.edu.

“Since starting law
school my life has
totally changed. I cannot
believe that as recently
as a year and a half ago
I was a middle school
teacher! Never in my life
have I felt so appreciated,
encouraged and unconditionally supported. My
scholarship reaffirms all
of the amazing feelings I
have about Chicago-Kent
and the Trial Advocacy
Program.”

“As an international
labor law scholar and
teacher, I need to travel
internationally, and the
Handelsman Award has
been invaluable. The
law school needs faculty
that remain actively
learning the latest legal
developments, but
especially in international
law, since the world is
becoming smaller and
more interconnected.”
Professor César F. Rosado
Marzán
Handelsman Faculty Award
Recipient

“Philanthropy sends the
message that alumni
believe in what we do.
It is nice to know that
others understand that
scholarship is important,
both with respect to
teaching and with respect
to shaping laws and
norms.”
Professor Kimberly D.
Bailey
Handelsman Faculty Award
Recipient

Ana Montelongo ’16
Michael J. Angarola Scholar

“I greatly appreciate the
generous donation that
made my scholarship
possible. Alumni
donations are critical
to ensuring that the
law school continues
to improve and remain
competitive. I hope
to have the means to
become a donor myself
one day, and I will
certainly remember this
award when that time
comes.”
Justin Joffe ’16
George J. & Carol A.
Buckingham Scholar

Alumni Donations Grant Opportunities
As you’ve experienced firsthand, Chicago-Kent has a profound impact on its students, the legal
community nationwide, and now, abroad. Every dollar that alumni donate to their alma mater benefits
Chicago-Kent’s students and graduates. Thank you for helping us grow our community of respected
alumni and legal thought leaders. To make a donation, visit alumni.kentlaw.iit.edu/give.
During IIT's Fueling Innovation Campaign, 3,247 donors have contributed $8,740,139 to Chicago-Kent.
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Check out your new alumni website!
Visit the new alumni.kentlaw.iit.edu:
• mobile responsive
• streamlined navigation
• easy access to information about
alumni resources, upcoming events
and volunteer opportunities

Log in to the new MyKent Online
Community:
• update your profile and privacy
settings
• search the Alumni Directory
• join the Alumni Advisor Network

